


Agency Structure
The OWRB’s Administrative Services Division 
provides administrative and programmatic support 
to all agency programs and divisions through the 
Office of General Counsel, Financial Management, 
Legislative & Media Relations, Human Resources, 
and Information & Technology Services. 

The Financial Assistance Division is dedicated 
to assisting communities and rural water districts 
in maintaining critical water and wastewater 
infrastructure. The primary duties of the Division 
include managing the Clean Water State Revolving 
Fund (CWSRF), the Drinking Water State 
Revolving Fund (DWSRF), the State Revenue 
Bond Loan Program (FAP), emergency grants, and 
the Rural Economic Action Plan (REAP) grants 
program. 

What We Do
The OWRB accomplishes its mission through the 
following programs and activities:

Creation and update of the Oklahoma •	
Comprehensive Water Plan to provide safe and 
dependable water supply for all Oklahomans 
and information for making water-related 
decisions.

Administration of the use of surface and •	
groundwater in the state, which currently 
includes more than 12,000 water rights permits 
on file for almost 6 million acre-feet (2 trillion 
gallons) of water.

Coordination of the state’s largest financial •	
assistance program funding water and 
wastewater infrastructure in Oklahoma. To date, 
the agency has issued more than $2 billion 
in loans and grants for those infrastructure 
improvements.

Promulgation of State water quality standards •	
and coordination of Oklahoma’s most 
comprehensive water quality monitoring 
network, including data collected from 155 lakes 
and streams at approximately 600 sites.

The Water Quality Programs Division 
is responsible for developing Oklahoma’s 
Water Quality Standards (WQS) and WQS 
Implementation Rules. These companion rules 
are key Federal Clean Water Act tools to assure 
that pollution abatement and restoration programs 
are done in a scientifically sound and consistent 
manner. The Division is also responsible for 
studying and restoring Oklahoma’s valuable 
reservoirs, and administering Oklahoma’s 
Beneficial Use Monitoring Program (BUMP), 
which monitors all of the state’s surface waters for 
chemical, physical and biological integrity. 

The Planning and Management Division fulfills 
the critical mission of long-term planning and 
management of the state’s waters. The primary 
duties of the Division include water rights permitting 
and administration, comprehensive water planning, 
interstate stream compact administration, floodplain 
management, dam safety, oversight of well 
drillers, and technical studies.

Conducting hydrologic investigations and •	
intensive studies of individual State lakes, 
streams, and aquifers to address questions 
concerning quality and quantity.

Licensing of all water well drillers in the state •	
to ensure the integrity of well construction and 
prevent potential groundwater contamination, 
and maintenance of a database of 
approximately 35,000 water well logs that are 
accessible to the public.

Coordination of floodplain management •	
activities in Oklahoma to ensure construction 
and development is conducted in a manner 
that preserves the benefits of Oklahoma’s 
floodplains.

Support of state activities in four interstate •	
stream compacts.

Coordination of Oklahoma’s Dam Safety •	
Program to ensure the integrity of more than 
4,500 dams.

Oklahoma Comprehensive Water Plan
TheOWRB is required by 82 O.S. 1086.1 through 
1086.5 to update the Oklahoma Comprehensive 
Water Plan (OCWP) every 10 years. The last 
update occurred in 1995. The Governor and 
Oklahoma Legislature, during special session in 
June 2006, showed unprecedented support by 
passing legislation to fund the OCWP from Gross 
Production Tax revenues of approximately $1.3 
million annually through 2012. During the 2009 
Legislative Session, OCWP funding was extended 
though FY-2014 to begin implementation of the 
plan. As the OCWP nears completion (scheduled 
for the 2012 Legislative Session), funding for 
implementation becomes the critical next phase. 
An extensive statewide, collaborative public 
participation initiative has been completed, which 
ensured public involvement and stakeholder 
access to this unprecedented statewide water 
planning process. From that process, as well as 
from technical studies and the input of other state 
water management agencies, will come a list of 
prioritized, phased recommendations that will 
require varied levels of action, which may include 
policy changes, rulemaking, research, workgroup 
formation or new programs.

Agency Budget

From FY 2009 to FY 
2011, the OWRB’s 
budget experienced a 
16 percent reduction in 
general revenue.




