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The Oklahoma Floodplain Management Act (the Act) authorizes communities

wishing to participate in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP)

to establish floodplain boards, designate flood hazard areas, and develop
floodplain regulations. An initial requirement of the community floodplain
board is to designate a person to serve as the floodplain administrator for the

community.

To ensure proper training, an amendment to the Act in 2004 requires all
floodplain administrators to be accredited by the Oklahoma Water Resources

Board (OWRB).

In determining accreditation, the
OWRB considers an applicant’s
knowledge, experiences, and skills

in floodplain management and in
minimization and prevention of

flood hazards. These requirements

can be met through completion of
continuing education approved by the
OWRB, evidence of at least two years
of sufficient experience in floodplain
management, proof of current
standing as a Certified Floodplain
Manager (CFM®) in the certification
program of the Oklahoma Floodplain
Managers Association (OFMA) or other
association, or successful passage of an
examination given by the OWRB.

All accreditations expire on June 30 of
each year. To renew the accreditation,
before it expires the floodplain
administrator must (a) complete six
hours of continuing education between
July 1 and June 30 each year, and (b)
submit a renewal application on a form
provided by the OWRB along with
documentation of completion of the
continuing education requirement. An
application for renewal submitted after
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Certificate of Accreditation
Freddie Floodway

Floodplain Administrator for

City of Deep Water

Pursuant 10 82 0.8, Supp. 2004, §§1085 2. 1603, 1604, 1620 and 1620 1. the above named
mdividual is hereby approved by the State of Oklahoma Water Resources Board
as an Accredited Floodplain Admunistrator.
The accreditation is subject to terms of the Oklahoma Floodplain Management Act and the Rules
promulgated by the Oklahoma Water Resources Board.

Accredited through June 30, 2009

State ol Oklahoma
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Duane A. Smith. Executive Director
Oklahoma Water Resources Board
3800 N. Classen Boulevard
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73118
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Continuing education training provided by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), the
OWRB, OFMA, and the Association of State Floodplain Managers (ASFPM) is presumptively approved, but
the OWRB must specifically review and approve continuing education training provided by other sources.

All six hours of approved continuing education may be obtained

by successfully completing a one-day workshop presented by the
OWRSB, called Floodplain Management 101. This workshop involves
six hours of classroom work, including a morning session focused on
an introduction to the NFIP, the Act, residential property condition
disclosure laws, landlord and tenant laws, Community Assistance
Visits (CAVs), and Probation and Suspension. The second half of the
day focuses on map and administration exercises.

Floodplain
Management 101 is i
offered several times - it
a year in locations ement 10].
across Oklahoma. i
To see the current
workshop schedule, go
to www.owrb.ok.gov and
click on “Floodplain
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Management” under “Hazard Mitigation”
then, click on the blue box labeled “Floodplain
Management Workshops.”

After floodplain administrators attend the
Floodplain Management 101 course once or
twice, they may be interested in more advanced
training, which is also offered through the
OWRSB, along with the Tulsa District of the

US Army Corps of Engineers and OFMA.
These courses include Advanced Floodplain
Management, Substantial Damage Determination, and Letter of Map Change. Advanced
workshop topics include (but are not limited to) Master Drainage Planning, No Adverse Impact,
Basic Hydrology, and Map Adoption procedures.
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OFMA and the Certified Floodplain Manager Program

Many of Oklahoma’s local floodplain administrators are also members of the O
Oklahoma Floodplain Managers Association (OFMA), a Chapter member of the M
national Association of State Floodplain Managers (ASFPM). The primary objective

of OFMA is to provide a unified membership of floodplain administrators, public
employees, government agencies, elected officials, engineers, surveyors, planners,
contractors, lenders, insurance agents, real estate agents, students, corporate partners, and
concerned citizens to present a strong coalition for communicating flood-related issues to
the public, media, and lawmakers.

Since 1997, OFMA has also offered professional certification (as distinguished from accreditation for a
floodplain administrator) through its Certified Floodplain Manager (CFM®) program. The program is
designed to certify competency with the basic principles of sound floodplain management as mandated
by the National Flood Insurance Program. CFM® is a registered trademark of the ASFPM Certified
Floodplain Manager Program and may only be used by Nationally Accredited CFMs. Most FEMA staff
and NFIP State Coordinators throughout the nation are CFMs, and many Oklahoma communities are now
requiring their floodplain administrators to be CFMs.

Applicants wishing to obtain initial certification must be an active member of OFMA, complete the FEMA

Floodplain Administrator Training Course, and obtain a passing score on the Certification Examination.

Certification may be renewed each year on October 1 as long as the individual has continued OFMA

membership and completed a minimum of 4 continuing
, — education credit (CEC) hours during one year and a total of
Oklahoma Floodplain Managers Association . 2

Ble £t Yew Hgmry Eokmas Ioos Lep - 16 CEC hours during a two-year period.
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CECs can be earned by attending OWRB floodplain
management continuing education workshops and through
other combinations of formal courses, university short
courses, home study courses, or attendance at technical
program portions of the ASFPM Annual Conference, state or
regional chapter or association conferences, or other related
technical conferences and workshops.

Please visit OFMA’s website at www.okflood.org for
membership information and detailed information on the
steps necessary for CFM certification and renewal. Here

you will also find a wealth of important information on
various flood-related topics, including legislation and public
awareness campaigns, as well as links to FEMA and ASFPM
information and publications.
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