
Bulletin No. 5
FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT INFORMATION SERIES

NFIP Hazard Mitigation Grant Program - Page 1

For More Information

Oklahoma Water Resources Board
3800 N. Classen Boulevard
Oklahoma City, OK 73118

(405) 530-8800
www.owrb.state.ok.us

Oklahoma Dept. of Emergency Management
P.O. Box 53365

Oklahoma City, OK 73152-3365
(405) 521-2481

OKLAHOMA

Tulsa Field Office
State Agencies Bldg., Rm. 2

440 S. Houston
Tulsa, OK 74127
(918) 581-2924

Woodward Field Office
2411 Williams Ave., Ste. 116

Woodward, OK 73801
(580) 256-1014

Lawton Field Office
601 “C” Avenue, Ste. 101

P.O. Box 886
Lawton, OK 73502

(580) 248-7762

McAlester Field Office
321 S. 3rd Street, Ste. 5
McAlester, OK 74501

(918) 426-5435

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Tulsa District
Floodplain Management Division

1645 S. 101st East Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74128
(918) 669-4919

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
Region VI

800 N. Loop 288
Denton, TX 76209-3606

(940) 898-5399
www.fema.gov/nfip

FEDERAL

This bulletin was prepared as an account of work sponsored by an agency of the
United States Government. The views and opinions expressed herein do not
necessarily reflect those of the United States Government or any agency
thereof.

This publication was developed by the Oklahoma Water Resources Board
(OWRB) and published with funding from the Community Assistance Program
under cooperative agreement No. EMT-2005-GR-0010 between the Federal
Emergency Management Agency, State of Oklahoma Department of Civil
Emergency Management and OWRB. To obtain printed  copies, please
contact the OWRB at 405-530-8800 or pubinfo@owrb.state.ok.us.
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NFIP Hazard Mitiga-
tion Grant ProgramGrants Through the Stafford Act
Until the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief
and Emergency Assistance Act was passed
in 1988, Oklahoma had few resources to
cope with the dreadful and repetitive costs of
flood damage. Section 404 of the Stafford Act
enabled FEMA to offer grants to the states for
hazard mitigation following a major disaster
declaration: “The President, may contribute
up to 50 percent of the cost of hazard
mitigation measures which the President has
determined are cost-effective and which
substantially reduce the risk of future
damage, hardship, loss or suffering...”. In
1993, amendments were made to Section
404 that greatly improved benefits to states
by increasing the federal government’s share
in hazard mitigation from 50% to 75% and
allowing state and local shares in cash or in-

kind services or materials. It also increased the total contribution
of public and individual assistance from 10% to 15%.
     In Oklahoma, the State Hazard Mitigation Officer (SHMO),
located at the Department of Emergency Management, is the
primary point of contact for the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program,
the Flood Mitigation Assistance Program, and Pre-Disaster
Mitigation. Along with disaster preparedness and response, the
Department of Emergency Management works with the OWRB
and other state agencies to set criteria and recommend to FEMA
eligible hazard mitigation projects.
     Following presidentially declared flood disasters, Water Board
staff assist the Oklahoma Department of Emergency
Management in identifying potential hazard mitigation projects.
Staff visit damaged sites and work with local officials to make
educated recommendations on projects that can prevent future
damage.

NFIP Hazard Mitigation Grant Program

Federal funding is available through the National Flood Insurance Fund (Flood Mitigation Assistance) to assist states and
communites in implementing measures to reduce or eliminate the long-term risk of flood damage to buildings, homes
and other structures insurable under the NFIP. Additional assistance is available through the National Pre-Disaster
Mitigation Fund to assist communites with hazard mitigation projects that complement existing local mitigation plans.
Contact the OWRB or FEMA to find out if your community is eligible for federal assistance.

National Pre-Disaster and Flood Mitigation Assistance
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Many Oklahoma communities are putting
hazard mitigation to work. For many years,
the OWRB has been implementing hazard
mitigation efforts by working with
communities in directing development away
from the floodplain.

Applications for mitigation projects should be submitted within 60 days
after a presidentially declared disaster. Proposals for new projects must be
submitted within 90 days after FEMA approves the state plan.
Communities may use hazard mitigation grant money for the following:
• Acquisition and relocation of flood-prone structures and buildings

with histories of flood damage. Often, their value is less than the costs
of repair. FEMA’s Hazard Mitigation Grant Program simply removes
those flood-prone structures from the costly repair/rebuild cycle.

• Structural hazard control, such as debris basins or floodwalls.
• Retrofitting, such as flood-proofing, to protect structures from future

damage.
• Channelization activities.
• Warning/flood alert systems.
• Disaster preparedness and mitigation planning.
• Development of state or local standards to protect

new and improved structures from disaster
damage.

Applying for Mitigation Projects

Specialists at the Water Resources Board, Oklahoma Department of Emergency
Management, and Federal Emergency Management Agency welcome the opportunity to
assist Oklahoma Communities in preparing a Hazard Mitigation Plan.
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The Cost of
Repeated Flooding
Despite billions of dollars spent to prevent
flooding, rainfalls and rivers increasingly
continue to impact our lives and
livelihoods. Yet even after tragic and costly
flood events occur, development still
encroaches onto the floodplain and into
flood-prone lowlands.
Property owners who repeatedly file claims
for the same structures are draining the
National Flood Insurance fund. In
Oklahoma, there are currently 779
repetitive loss structures, each of which
has suffered flood damage in at least two
separate instances for a total of 2,301
losses and almost $35 million in claims.
The OWRB, FEMA, and
Oklahoma Department of
Emergency Management
are working together to
mitigate repetitive loss
claims by removing these
structures from harm’s way.

National Flood
Insurance Program
The National Flood Insurance
Program (NFIP), coordinated in
Oklahoma by the Oklahoma
Water Resources Board (OWRB),
is an important shelter from the
desolation of flooding. The NFIP
is a program of the Federal
Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA). FEMA provides assistance
to states for disaster preparedness,
response, recovery, and
mitigation. Through the OWRB,
FEMA offers flood insurance
opportunities to communities that
agree to regulate development in
flood-prone areas. Today,
hundreds of Oklahoma
communities and counties
participate in the NFIP.

Oklahoma currently has 779
repetitive loss structures
totalling 2,301 losses and
almost $35 million in claims.


