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The following presentation is based upon 
professional research and analysis within the 
scope of the Texas Water Development 
Board’s statutory responsibilities and 
priorities but, unless specifically noted, does 
not necessarily reflect official Board positions 
or decisions. 
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House Bill 1989, 74th 
• Authorized use of Texas Water Development Board 

funds for aquifer storage and recovery 
• Authority not used until 1996-1997 when four 

feasibility studies were funded with ~$900,000 of 
state funds 

• ASR feasible at all sites, including in San Antonio 
• Allowed state water (surface water) to be placed 

underground 
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Primary concerns: 
• Ability to recover stored water 
• Quality of recovered water 
• Cost effectiveness 
• Potential for others to recover 

the stored water 

Why isn’t there more ASR in Texas? 
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State Rep. Lyle Larson 

House Bill 655, 84th 
• Cleaned up archaic language 
• Permitting with Texas Commission on 

Environmental Quality, not local groundwater 
conservation district 

• Can be permitted by rule or general permit  
• Regional management goals (desired future 

conditions) do not apply to ASR project 
• Allows a loss of injected water 
• Can pull out what you put in (minus a 

predetermined loss) 
• Reporting requirements 
• Budget rider for $1 million for demonstration 

and feasibility projects 
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What can we do? 

data from the 2011 regional water plans summary 
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ASR in the  
2012 State Water Plan 

~81,000 acre-feet by 2060  
Cost of $1,035,000,000 



groundwater use in Texas (1937 to 2003) 
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To conclude: 
• ASR is a great tool to conjunctively 

manage water resources 
• Remove unnecessary requirements and 

restrictions 
• Create incentives to get the water 

flowing 



Questions? 

Robert E. Mace, Ph.D., P.G. 
Texas Water Development Board 

(512)936-0861 
robert.mace@twdb.texas.gov 

@TWDB_DrMace 
www.linkedin.com/in/robertemace 
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