
How to Complete an 

OWRB Water Use 

Application

It’s Easy, You Don’t have 

to be a Lawyer or an 

Engineer



Types of Applications

• Application for a Permit to Use 
Groundwater

• Application for Amendment to 
Groundwater Right

• Groundwater Application for a 
90-Day Provisional Temporary 
Permit

• Application for a Permit to Use 
Surface or Stream Water

• Surface Water Application for a 
90-Day Provisional Temporary 
Permit



Application for a Permit to Use Groundwater



Application for a Permit to Use Groundwater

What you need to get started:

• Copy of your deed or lease

• Page 3 of Application, the 

Application Plat or Section Map

• Well Logs (Lat/Long, depth, 

gpm)

• Collect Names & addresses of 

neighbors (1320 ft from well 

locations)



Application for a Permit to Use Groundwater



Application for a Permit to Use Groundwater



Application for a Permit to Use Groundwater
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Application for a Permit to Use Groundwater

124
Irrigation

62 Wheat, soybeans, milo

Beneficial uses include:  irrigation, public water 

supply, industrial, mining, oil & gas  exploration 

commercial, recreation/fish & wildlife



Application for a Permit to Use Groundwater

How do I determine how much 

water to ask for?

Maximum amount of water 

permittable =

Number of acres dedicated x          

EPS (Equal Proportional 

Share)

• For Regular Basins the EPS 

varies from 0.5 to 2.1 af/ac/yr

• For Temporary Basins the EPS 

is always 2.0 af/ac/yr

• For irrigation use: # of acres 

irrigated x 2.0 af/ac/yr 

(maximum)



Application for a Permit to Use Groundwater

Irrigation Examples:

1.  Regular Basin, EPS = 1

Acres Dedicated = 210

Acres Irrigated = 110

Max allocation of water = 210

2. Temporary Basin, EPS = 2

Acres Dedicated = 160

Acres Irrigated = 125

Max allocation of water = 250



Application for a Permit to Use Groundwater



Application for a Permit to Use Groundwater
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Application for a Permit to Use Groundwater



Application for a Permit to Use Groundwater



Application for a Permit to Use Groundwater

*

* Citizenship affidavit for individuals only, attorneys cannot sign for 

individuals.



HOW TO CHANGE, 

ADD TO, OR MODIFY 

AN EXISTING 

GROUNDWATER 

PERMIT

Application for Amendment to Groundwater Right



Application for Amendment to Groundwater Right

All changes require 

#6, 7 & 8 to be 

completed.

Used only in 

combination with other 

types of changes

See 

explanation 

on Page 3



Application for Amendment to Groundwater Right



Application for Amendment to Groundwater Right



Application for Amendment to Groundwater Right



Application for Amendment to Groundwater Right



Groundwater 

Application for 90-Day 

Provisional Temporary 

Permit

• Used alone for oil & gas exploration or for construction

• Used to get water immediately if submitted with a long-

term permit



Groundwater Application for 90-Day Provisional 

Temporary Permit



Surface or Stream 

Water Permits



Application for a Permit to Use Surface or Stream 

Water

What you need to get started:

• Calculate how much water 

you will need annually 

(Public Water Supply can 

use a schedule of use)

• Decide where you will 

access the water-the 

diversion point

• Determine where the water 

will be used-the area of use

• Obtain deeds, easements 

or leases



Application for a Permit to Use Surface or Stream 

Water

Irrigation, public water supply, 

industrial, mining, recreation/fish & 

wildlife, commercial

x *

*  Regular permits have priority dates for determining user priority 

use during droughts and seasonal low flows; domestic users have 

highest priority



Application for a Permit to Use Surface or Stream 

Water

*  Schedule of use for cities allows gradual increase over time;

for agriculture the water amount has to be over 5 af/yr

*



Application for a Permit to Use Surface or Stream 

Water



Application for a Permit to Use Surface or Stream 

Water



Application for a Permit to Use Surface or Stream 

Water
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Application for a Permit to Use Surface or Stream 

Water
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Application for a Permit to Use Surface or Stream 

Water



Amendments to Surface Water 

Permits:

Can only amend the following:

• Areas of Use

• Rate of Diversion

• Diversion Point locations (if 

reasonably close)



Surface Water 

Application for 90-Day 

Provisional Temporary 

Permit



Surface Water Application for 90-Day Provisional 

Temporary Permit



THE  END

AND

GOOD LUCK

ON YOUR NEXT

APPLICATION



Water Rights Workshop

• Common Problems:

• Making changes to a  

water right

• Water Use Reports

• Verifying the accuracy of a 

Water Right

• Well locations

• Diversion points

• Area of use

• Withdrawal rates (gpm)



When Must You 

Contact Us?

• Groundwater:  Changing/Adding 

Dedicated Lands or Adding Water

• Before adding/changing dedicated 

lands or increasing the amount of water 

allocated, an amendment application 

must be submitted.  Any changes or 

additions to the dedicated lands or 

changes in water allocation require 

notice.

• Changes or additions in area of use 

must be submitted in writing but do not 

require notice unless otherwise 

determined by the Board.

• Prior rights cannot be amended to add 

water.

• Stream Water:  Changing diversion 

point, area of use, purpose or rate of 

withdrawal

• Submit request in writing and staff will 

fill out a petition to change and mail it to 

the permit holder.

• Notice required



Changing/Adding Uses

If you are wishing to sell water to 
an oil company, municipality/rural 
water district, expand into 
livestock production, or any other 
non-domestic purpose not 
previously permitted, you will 
need to file a petition to amend 
your existing permit.  

• (Notice is required)

• In Oklahoma Groundwater rights are 
a private property right (OAC 785:30-
1-4). 

• Stream water is public owned and 
therefore stream water rights are 
calculated and allocated based on 
availability and a justified purpose 

(OAC 785:20-1-6).



Adding/Replacing Wells

• Before drilling/adding new wells  (OAC 
785:30-7-4)

– Permit or Prior Right holder submits an 
amendment form for an additional well(s) where 
such well(s) are necessary to withdraw the amount 
authorized by the existing permit. 

– The petition shall be filed prior to drilling the 
well(s) The additional well(s) must be located on 
lands dedicated to the permit, meet spacing 
requirements or location exceptions. (Drill at own 
RISK)

– For well locations authorized by a permit or prior right, 
replacement wells may be drilled on dedicated lands 
without prior approval if the proposed replacement well 
will not be closer than meets established well spacing or 
will not be closer than (1320') where well spacing is not 
applicable. For a location authorized by permit or prior 
right where the proposed replacement well location is 
within one-thousand three hundred twenty feet (1,320') of 
lands owned by another

• Must notify the OWRB Permitting Section regarding 
the location of the new well

– the replacement well may be drilled on lands relied on to 
establish the prior right or dedicated lands without prior 
approval of the Executive Director, provided the 
replacement well is within two-hundred fifty feet (250) of 
the well to be replaced. 

– If none of the above can be met, a petition for an 
additional well shall be filed.

– If an application is filed after the use of the water 
has begun, the filing fee is double.  785:30-1-4(f) 
And a Provisional Temporary Permit must be obtained 
during use till amendment is approved.



Diversion Points and Wells

Located in Correct 10-acre 

Tracts

• To be authorized, the specific location 

information about existing and proposed wells 

must be provided or the wells must be located 

in the potential well area or areas.  If the 

proposed well area proposed area covers 

multiple 10-acre tracts or the well is completed 

in a 10-acre tract not specified or authorized in 

the permit, you must contact us to amend the 

permit, you well is not authorized to use.

• If multiple Diversion points are specified, each 

must be located in the correct authorized 

location.  If during completion of works, a 

diversion point ends up in a 10-acre tract not 

specified/authorized, you must contact us to 

correct the location before this diversion point 

can be authorized for use.  

• Accuracy of the location of permitted wells and 

diversions points is of the utmost importance in 

maintaining the accuracy and integrity of our 

records and data generated. 



Selling Lands Covered by a 

Water Right

• Groundwater and Stream water 
rights are transferable. 
– New landowner shall provide

• Completed and notarized petition 

• Filing fee of $55.00

• Proof of ownership/lease, etc. of the 
lands where the existing permit(s) is 
located.  

– It is the responsibility of the 
buyer/seller to notify us of land 
transactions involving active water 
rights.  If previous owner notifies us 
that a sale or transfer was made, 
we will contact new owner. 

• (30) days to submit the transfer 
or the water right will may be 
subject to cancellation.



Water Use Regulations and 

Requirements

Stream Water

• Required to report usage every year

• May be reduced or cancelled

Groundwater 

• Regular Permit (Studied Basin) & Prior 

Rights

– Required to report usage every year

– No reduction for using less than 

allocation

• Temporary Permit (Unstudied Basin)

– Required to report usage every year

– Permit revalidated (required every 

year)

– Possible cancellation of permit



Working with Others

• A new irrigation water use report 

has recently been drafted to help 

reduce confusion and simplify the 

reporting process.  

• Senator Justice and Board 

Member Marilyn Feaver set up a 

meeting with OK Farm Bureau to 

discuss water use reporting.

• Suggestions from the meeting 

were incorporated into the new 

form.

• OWRB looks forward to working 

with other groups in the future so 

we may continue to simplify and 

improve reports and applications.











Water Use Reporting

Stream water
• Accurate data for stream water 

allocation modeling

• Predicting shortages/proactive 

management

• Best use of water

• Cancellation/Reduction reviews

Groundwater
• Track trends in usage

• Knowledge of water availability

• Manage basin equal proportionate 

share

• Hydrologic modeling for basin studies

All data is also used by the USGS

Also used in modeling for the Oklahoma 

Comprehensive Water Plan



OWRB and You

• Important to know the details of each permit 

held

– You are responsible for  maintaining the accuracy 

of:

• Well locations, dedicated lands, areas of use, purpose 

for which the water will be used, diversion point 

locations, etc.

• Safety of the works put in place for stream water use.

• Meeting minimum well construction standards.

• Using no more than the authorized amount of water.

• Annual water use reporting.

– Must abide by all conditions placed on a permit

• Including provisions on waste by depletion and waste by 

pollution.

• 7-year use it or lose it provision for stream water rights.

• What can you do this year?
– When you receive your annual use report, take the time to 

review your water rights and verify all permitted information 

(especially locations of wells/diversion points)

• Contact OWRB staff if you need a copy of your water rights.

• Verify the accuracy of well locations/diversion points (GPS 

location if possible) and areas of use

– Notify OWRB permitting staff if inaccuracies are found.



Continued…

• Be familiar with the approved uses contained on 
your water right(s).  If you are approached to sell 
water to a municipality, rural water district, or oil/gas 
company and the only authorized use permitted on 
your water right is irrigation, you must first amend 
your permit and reallocate a portion to the new use 
before selling water.

• Being familiar with your water rights and verifying 
the accuracy of your permit helps further assures 
the information you are providing on your water use 
report is accurate and complete.



Oklahoma Water 

Resources Board

3800 North Classen

Boulevard

Oklahoma City, 

Oklahoma  73118

www.owrb.ok.gov

rlsandbo@owrb.ok.gov

rhwicker@owrb.ok.gov

ajtaylor@owrb.ok.gov

Phone: 405-530-8800

Questions?


