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Environmental Review

* The Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA)

Amendments of 1996 created the Drinking Water
State Revolving Fund (DWSRF) program.

* The DWSREF program is funded federally by the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and
administered by the state.

* An environmental

review is required on all

projects in which |

federal funds are used.
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Environmental Review

* The Oklahoma DWSRF program was
created on March 25, 1998.

* The DEQ developed its own State
Environmental Review Process known as the

DWSRF SERP. This NEPA-like review
process is approved by EPA.
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*The State Environmental
Review Process (SERP) was
recently revised to streamline

the environmental review
process for the DWSREF.
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Environmental Review

* The Environmental Review Process should
begin as early as possible in the
development of a project.

* Part of this process is to determine the type
of Environmental Review needed for the
proposed project.
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! getermining the type of

Environmental Review

* When a system requests DWSRF
funding, DWSREF staft, system staff and
the consulting engineer will meet and
discuss the project, so DEQ can best
determine what type of environmental

review will be needed.
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Types of Environmental Reviews

* Categorical Exclusions (CatEx)

* Environmental Assessments/Finding of No Significant
Impact (EA/FNSI)

* Environmental Impact Statement/Record of Decision
(EIS/ROD)
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Categorical Exclusion (CatEx)

» proposed actions which are solely directed toward
minor rehabilitation of existing facilities, functional
replacement of equipment, or towards the
construction of new ancillary facilities adjacent or
appurtenant to existing facilities or other categories as
approved by the DEQ that may be categorically
excluded from the requirement to prepare an EID, EA
and FNSI, or EIS and ROD.
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CatEx

* A few examples of projects that qualify for a CatEx are:
e Replacement of raw waterlines

e Rehabilitation of water towers, water storage tanks and
standpipes

e Replacement of distribution lines

e New wells in an existing well field




CatEx

Old Way

The system requested a CatEx

DWSREF prepared the CatEx

The CatEx was then
published by the system in
the paper and DWSRF staff
mailed to Commenting
Agencies

30 day comment period.

After comment period
environmental review is
complete

New Way

* DWSREF prepare the CatEx

* DWSREF staff mail a copy of
the CatEx to system to be on
file in case of public review.

o Environmental review is
complete
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“Environmental Information
Documents (EID) and Draft
Environmental Assessments (EA)

* DEQ will determine if a system will submit an EID or a
Draft EA with comment letters and attachments.
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Environmental Assessment (EA)

* A concise public document that analyzes the environmental
impacts of a proposed project and provides sufficient evidence to
determine the level of significance of the impacts.

* The DEQ may gather the information and prepare the EA
without the assistance from the applicant, or, have the applicant
prepare a Draft EA with supporting documents.

* An EA is prepared to provide sufficient data and analysis to
determine whether an EIS or finding of no significant impact is
required. EIDs or EAs will not have to be prepared for actions

where a CATEX has been granted.




Finding of No Significant Impact (FNSI)

* a decision by the DEQ when the environmental review
indicates no significant impacts are anticipated or
when the project is altered to eliminate any significant
adverse impacts.

* A FNSI shall be issued and made available to the
public.

* The environmental assessment shall be included as a
part of the FNSI.

* The FNSI shall list any mitigation measures necessary
to make the recommended alternative

environmentally acceptable.
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Draft EA Process

* Send out letters to commenting agencies.

e Start preparing the body of the Draft EA incorporating
agencies comments as you receive them. Most of your
information will come from the engineering report or
other engineering documents.

e If an agency requests a field inspection or study get it
completed as soon as possible.

DWS$«F




P e

Draft EA Process Continued

* Once the Draft EA is complete submit it with
attachments to DEQ. Draft EA must be submitted
electronically. DEQ staff will prepare a Final EA to
be sent to commenting agencies and the system.

* The EA will then go to public hearing and out for
public comment, this happens at the same time.
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Draft EA Process Continued

* The system must advertise the public hearing. The
notice is to be in the paper 30 days before the public
hearing.

* At the public hearing, there should be a sign in sheet
and a video or audio recording made of the hearing.

* After the public hearing, the EA is presented to the
system’s board. The EA is adopted and a resolution is
passed.
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Draft EA Process Continued

* Once the comment period is over, the public hearing is
held and EA is adopted by the system’s board, the
system will submit the following to the DEQ:

e The proof of publication for the public hearing
e The sign in sheet from the public hearing

e The recording of the hearing

e The resolution adopting the EA

® The FNSI will be issued.

* Environmental Review is complete.
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Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQs)

Why do an Environmental Review?

 The Drinking Water State Revolving
Fund is a federally funded program
through a grant from EPA. Federal
undertakings require an environmental

review.
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FAQs continued

How is it determined what type of
environmental review is needed for our
project?

- DWSREF staff, system staff and the
consulting engineer will meet and discuss

the project, so DEQ can best determine
what type of environmental review will be

needed. Dwﬁr
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FAQs continued

How long does the environmental review
take?

» It varies based on the type of environmental
review. A Categorical Exclusion is completed
by DEQ staff in house and takes
approximately a week to complete. An
EID/EA takes approximately go days to
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FAQs continued

Who can I call for help with an EID or
EA?

» Andy Callaway is the Environmental
Coordinator for the DWSRF she can be
reached at 405-702-8114. Any of the
DWSREF staff can be of assistance.
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