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Drought in pictures 



Texas County: 

Spring 2011 



Cimarron County: 

January 2014 



OK Panhandle: 

May 2014 



Buffalo, OK: 
May 9, 2009 



UNDENIABLE PROOF! 



May 14, 2011 



July 2014 



Synopsis of our 2010-14 drought 

• Drought “begins” October 2010 

• Intensified through summer 2011 

 Spread west to east 

 Hottest summer for any state on record 

• Relief October 2011 through March 2012 

• Spring 2012 – drought intensifies again 

• Driest May-December on record  

• 2012 - Warmest year on record 



• Our climate pattern changed mid-Feb. 2013 

• Active weather pattern for most part 
through summer 2013 

• January 1-May 20, 2014: Drought intensifies 

 1st or 2nd driest start to the year for some areas 

• May 21-July 31.: Wet! Drought on the run 

• Since then…eastern OK good, western OK 
bad 

2010-14 Drought Cycle (cont.) 



The drought at its worst 

70% of the state in D4 drought 



61% in D3-D4 Drought 

Before the rain: May 20, 2014 



Where we’re at now 

 55% of state in at least Severe drought 



 The two three faces of 2014 



January 1-May 20 



Everybody was dry 

2nd driest on record 



May 21-July 31 

Summer drought relief! 



Most areas 4-8” above normal 

8th wettest May 21-July 31 since at least 1921 



Since August 1 
 

33rd driest Aug. 1-Oct. 21 since at least 1921 



Short-term impacts… 

Mixed bag 



Topsoil Moisture 
 



Greenness 
 



Why we’re still in significant 
drought… 

Long-term impacts! 



Year-to-date 

20th driest on record 



Since Oct. 1, 2010 

Deficits of 20-40+ inches remain 



24-inch Soil Moisture 





A Brief History of Drought 



1910s 
drought 

1930s 
drought 

1950s 
drought 

30-year 
wet signal 

Big droughts are always lurking 
Statewide avg. rainfall (1895-2013) 

So far this year: 
24.9 inches 



Recent droughts are infants! 

YIKES! 



Thank You! 

 

Visit us at: http://climate.ok.gov/ 

 

 


