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Seeking Sustainability:         
Managing Water in a Changing World 









Water Scarcity 
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Water Scarcity 

Only 15% of basins are water-scarce 

But 50% of cities >100k population depend on them 
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A Balance is Essential 
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Court-mandated cap 

Court case 



Value has risen 6x in 10 years 
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Stepping Stones to Sustainability 

 
• Determine the volume of water use that provides optimal 

benefits for communities, companies, and ecosystems. 

 

• Formally cap water allocations at that level. 

 

• Clearly define water permit allocations for each water 

user.  Monitor use. Enforce against overuse.  

 

• If over-allocated already, develop a plan to reduce water 

consumption to the optimal level: 

• Invest heavily in water-conserving measures 

• Create a water market to facilitate trades 

• Buy down remaining water use as necessary to 

achieve cap 

 



High Plains Underground Water Conservation District, Texas 



General Mills Pilot Site 

Irapuato, Mexico 
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The Challenge: Growth and Aquifer Depletion 

Source:  Jaime D. Hoogesteger van Djik, 2004  



Action on the Ground: Drip Irrigation 





www.nature.org/water 


