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Multi-Sensor 
Quantitative Precipitation Estimates 

(QPE) 
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Final QC of hourly QPEs done using NWS COOP network 

• Started in 1890 under the Organic Act 
• Volunteer or paid network of observers provide 

max/min temperature, precipitation, snowfall 
 

CURRENT ISSUES 
• Aging observers 
• Non-intuitive data entry 
• NWS budget woes (minimal  training or replacement 

of observers) 
• Sparse in some locations 
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What is CoCoRaHS?? 
CoCoRaHS is an acronym for the Community Collaborative Rain, Hail and 
Snow Network.  CoCoRaHS is a unique, non-profit, community-based 
network of volunteers of all ages and backgrounds working together to 
measure and map precipitation (rain, hail and snow).   By using low-cost 
measurement tools, stressing training and education, and utilizing an 
interactive Web-site, our aim is to provide the highest quality data for 
natural resource, education and research applications. We are now in all fifty 
states.  
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What is CoCoRaHS?? 
• Started in Colorado in 1998 (after a flash flood the previous year in which 

the storms failed to hit any ‘official rain gauges’.) 
• Network organized by states.  Oklahoma joined in 2006 (12th state). 
• All 50 states are now participating. 

 
• This is a community project.  Everyone can help, young, old, and in-

between.  The only requirements are an enthusiasm for watching and 
reporting weather conditions and a desire to learn more about how 
weather can effect and impact our lives.  

• The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and the 
National Science Foundation (NSF) are major sponsors of CoCoRaHS. 



ABRFC CoCoRaHS and You 

http://www.cocorahs.org 
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NWS Precipitation Data 

http://water.weather.gov/precip/ http://www.srh.noaa.gov/ridge2/RFC_Precip/ 

Used by: 

NWS - river/flood forecasts Corporations 

Drought monitors Co-ops 

Climate modelers Farmers 

University researchers Ranchers 

Recreation  Hunters 

Fishermen 

Kayakers 

Etc 

http://water.weather.gov/precip/
http://www.srh.noaa.gov/ridge2/RFC_Precip/
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OK CoCoRAHS State Coordinator: 
Cindy Morgan Luttrell 
Oklahoma Climate Survey 
120 David L. Boren Blvd., Suite 2900 
Norman, OK  73072-7305 
Email: cocorahs@mesonet.org 
Phone: 405-310-9137 
Fax: 405-325-2550 
 
James Paul 
Service Coordination Hydrologist 
NWS – ABRFC 
Email: James.Paul@noaa.gov 
Phone: 918 832-4110 
 
 


