
MINUTES  
EMERGENCY DROUGHT COMMISSION MEETING 

November 8, 2013 

 

NOTICE OF THIS MEETING WAS FILED WITH THE SECRETARY OF STATE ON November 7, 2013 2013. 

The Emergency Drought Commission met at 2:30 p.m., November 8, 2013, in the Board 
Room of the Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, Food and Forestry, 2800 N Lincoln Blvd., 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105. A notice of the meeting was filed with the Secretary of State and at 
the Agriculture Building 24 hours prior to the meeting.   

Members present:  Jim Reese, Secretary of Agriculture; Mike Thralls, Executive Director of 
the Oklahoma Conservation Commission; and J. D. Strong, Executive Director of the 
Oklahoma Water Resources Board.   

Others Present: Robert Toole, Conservation Commission, Ben Pollard, Conservation 
Commission, and Shawn Lepard. 

 
A quorum of the Commission was present. 
 
A motion was made by J.D. Strong, seconded by Mike Thralls, to approve the minutes of the 
October 24, 2013 meeting. 
 

Those voting aye:  Mr. Reese, Mr. Strong, Mr. Thralls.  No: None  
Abstentions:  None.  The motion passed. 

A motion was made by Mike Thralls, seconded by J. D. Strong, to approve the minutes from 
the October 31, 2013, meeting with corrections.   

Those voting aye:  Mr. Reese, Mr. Strong, Mr. Thralls.  No: None  
Abstentions:  None.  The motion passed. 

Chairman Reese asked J. D. Strong to give an update on the applications received by the 
Emergency Drought Commission. 

Mr. Strong reported that the Jackson County Water Corporation, Warren, Oklahoma and the 
Harmon Water Corporation are ineligible as they are not public entities.  He received 
confirmation from both of the entities that they are organized as non-profits and not rural water 
districts or municipal water providers, so they would not be eligible.   
 
He also stated that the dollar amount requested by the eligible entities in the five counties 
declared in Governor Fallin’s Executive Order, (Altus, Blair, Tipton, Guymon and Hollis) ,  add 
up to almost $7.4 million.   
 
A motion was made by J.D. Strong, seconded by Chairman Reese, to authorize $300,000.00 
to go towards the Cost-share Program submitted by the Conservation Commission on behalf 
of the Conservation Districts with the modification that pond cleanout not be eligible.  This 
authorization is subject to approval by the Governor.  
 

Those voting aye:  Mr. Reese, Mr. Strong.  No: None  
Abstentions:  Mr. Thralls.  The motion passed. 

 



A motion was made by Chairman Reese, seconded by Mike Thralls, to allot up to $900,000.00 
to the Oklahoma Water Resources Board (OWRB) to meet the needs with cost-share 
assistance to the five entities that are qualifying applicants, Altus, Blair, Tipton, Guymon and 
Hollis.  
 
Chairman Reese stated “to make it clear, any one of these applicants could still get zero 
funds.  OWRB is authorized to work with them and to make the best possible use of the funds 
allotted to them to make a difference in their long-term water facilities and water supplies.” 
 

Those voting aye:  Mr. Reese, seconded by Mr. Thralls. No: None  
Abstentions:  Mr. Strong.  The motion passed. 

 
There was no new business to discuss.  
 
Mr. Strong moved, Mr. Thralls seconded, that the meeting be adjourned at 3:57 p.m. 

Those voting aye:  Mr. Reese, Mr. Strong, Mr. Thralls. No: None    
Abstentions:  None.  The motion passed. 

 

 

 By  
 Chairman 
 
 
  ATTEST:  
      Executive Secretary 

 
  
 
 


