Purpose

Report on the
condition of the
Nation’s lakes.

Help build state and
tribal capacity for
monitoring and
assessment.

Promote
collaboration across
jurisdictional
boundaries in the
assessment of water
quality.
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Survey of the Nation’s Lakes
Fact Sheet

What is the Survey of the Nation’s Lakes?
The goal of the National Lakes Survey is to address two key
questions about the quality of lakes* ponds, and reservoirs in
the U.S.:

e What percent of the Nation’s lakes are in good, fair, and
poor condition for key indicators of ecological health and
human activities?

e What is the relative importance of key stressors such as
nutrients and pathogens?

This survey, which is being conducted this year in
Oklahoma, is designed using a probability-based
network that will provide statistically-valid estimates of
the condition of all lakes with known confidence. Using
modern survey techniques, water quality experts will
sample lakes selected at random to represent the
condition of all lakes in regions that share similar
ecological characteristics. This design will provide
regional and national estimates of the condition of the
particular lake resource.

The physical, chemical and biological parameters
measured will help evaluate the ecological condition of
lakes and the extent that lake resources support
human activities. Consistent sampling procedures will
be used at all lakes to ensure that results in Oklahoma
can be utilized in the national report.

*The Survey includes natural and man-made freshwater lakes, ponds,
and reservoirs greater than 10 acres in the continental U.S., excluding the
Great Lakes.



What is the schedule for the survey?
For the past two years, EPA, states, tribes and others
have developed the scope and design of the survey.
This collaboration determined how to define the
population of lakes that should be included in the
survey and which indicators best reflect ecological
health and human activities.

EPA and its partners are now developing a quality
assurance plan and field manuals that describe how to
conduct the survey. In 2007, field teams will be
trained and sampling will begin. Sample processing
and data analysis will be completed in 2008; a final
report will be published in 2009.

How can I learn more about the Lakes

Survey?

Information on the Survey of the Nation’s Lakes is
available at www.epa.gov/owow/lakes. The site
provides background information, meeting
announcements and summaries, fact sheets and more.
Also, you are invited to send questions or comments to
the EPA Lakes Team at lakessurvey@epa.gov.

For information on the Oklahoma Lake Survey, contact a state coordinator at the
Oklahoma Water Resources Board:

Bonnie Crissman Jody Cason

Environmental Programs Specialist Environmental Programs Specialist
Lakes and Special Studies Lakes and Special Studies

Water Quality Programs Division Water Quality Programs Division
E-mail: blcrissman@owrb.state.ok.us E-mail: jacason@owrb.state.ok.us
405-530-8800 405-530-8800

State of Oklahoma

WATER RESOURCES BOARD
the water agency

www.owrb.state.ok.us


http://www.epa.gov/owow/lakes
mailto:lakessurvey@epa.gov
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