
Our mission is to protect and enhance 
the quality of life for Oklahomans by 
managing and improving the state’s water 
resources to ensure clean and reliable 
water supplies, a strong economy, and a 
safe and healthy environment.

•	 Develop, implement and promote sound water 
policies, programs and plans to protect lives, 
property and Oklahoma’s water resources.

•	 Build partnerships and increase public 
awareness to encourage responsible 
stewardship of Oklahoma’s water resources.

•	 Improve service to the public by maximizing 
agency efficiency and innovation, and through 
promotion of a healthy, safe, productive and 
inclusive working environment.Oklahoma Water Resources Board

3800 North Classen Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK 73118
405-530-8800
www.owrb.ok.gov
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As a result of a landmark session for 
water in 2012, the OWRB is well on its 
way to implementing the eight priority 
recommendations included in the 2012 Update 
of the Oklahoma Comprehensive Water Plan.

 Ū Through passage of the Water for 2060 Act, 
the OWRB and its planning partners have 
begun preliminary work required to support 
the new Water for 2060 Advisory Council, 
chaired by the OWRB Executive Director. The 
Council’s fifteen members, which will begin 
meeting early in 2013, are charged with 
studying and recommending appropriate 
water conservation practices, incentives, and 
educational programs to moderate statewide 
water usage while preserving Oklahoma’s 
population growth and economic 
development goals.

 Ū Passage of State Question 764 last year 
allows the OWRB’s Financial Assistance 
Program to meet much of the $82 billion 
water and wastewater financing need 
identified by the OCWP. The new Water 
Infrastructure Credit Enhancement Reserve 
Fund, approved by voters last November, 
increases by an order of magnitude the 
OWRB’s ability to leverage funds in the bond 
market as water and sewer projects become 
ready for construction.

 Ū With unprecedented support from the State 
Legislature and acting upon an OCWP 
recommendation calling for a renewed 
commitment to the collection and analysis 
of water data, the OWRB has refined 
and expanded its network of lake and 
stream sites that provide crucial quantity 
and quality information on Oklahoma’s 
surface water sources. This initiative also 
includes establishment of the state’s first 

comprehensive groundwater monitoring 
program. Collectively, these programs will 
provide the data required to assess trends 
in water usage and quality over time, an 
essential component in making intelligent 
water supply management decisions.

 Ū A crucial companion to data collection 
is updating OWRB hydrologic studies 
and enhancing water management and 
modeling tools utilized to calculate water 
available for appropriation and other 
needs. Efforts are underway to resolve 
the significant backlog of surface and 
groundwater basin studies across the 
state within the next ten years.

 Ū In early 2013, the OCWP Instream 
Flow Workgroup–with technical support 
from the OWRB and other experts–
will continue deliberations to craft 
recommendations for an efficient, 
feasible method to balance the water 
needs of consumptive users with those 
that rely upon water flowing in streams 
and lakes for economic development 
and recreation.
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What We Do
Managing Water Use 
 Ū Allocating water rights through 12,688 permits for 

the use of almost 6.2 million acre-feet of surface 
and groundwater each year.

 Ū Determining water availability and management 
options though hydrologic and special studies and 
a suite of modeling tools.

 Ū Administering four federal stream water compacts 
to ensure the equitable sharing of water with 
neighboring states.

 Ū Protecting Oklahomans from loss of life and 
property through maintenance and inspection of 
more than 4,700 dams and guiding intelligent land 
use consistent with local floodplain requirements.

 Ū Preventing groundwater pollution through 
enforcement of regulations governing the 
responsible drilling, construction, and plugging of 
water wells.

Permitted Water Source & Amount
6,191,931 acre-feet/year

Active Regular Water Use Permits
12,688 total permits

Monitoring & Protecting Water Quality
 Ū Monitoring water quality at more than 600 lake 

and stream sites and overseeing Oklahoma’s first 
comprehensive groundwater quality and quantity 
monitoring program.

 Ū Developing and establishing standards to ensure 
water quality protection across the state.

 Ū Curbing pollution of lakes, rivers, and streams and 
restoring their water quality benefits.

Planning for Our Water Future
 Ū Ensuring the viability of state water supplies 

through proactive studies and collaborating with 
water users, providers and other partners to 
develop and implement long-term plans.

 Ū Assisting in a statewide initiative (“Water 
for 2060”) to identify water conservation 
practices, incentives, and programs to moderate 
Oklahoma’s water usage while preserving growth 
and development goals.

Financing Water & Wastewater Infrastructure
 Ū Providing grants and low-interest loans for water 

and wastewater infrastructure improvements.

 Ū Providing more than $2.9 billion in financial 
assistance to cities, towns, and rural water districts 
while saving communities and water systems 
more than $1 billion over conventional financing 
options.

Amount of Approved 
OWRB Loans & Grants

$2,905,936,859

 Ū In response to the recent increase in statewide oil/
gas production and to meet the needs of water 
users, the OWRB developed an online application, 
developed in close cooperation with Oklahoma’s 
oil and gas industry, to expedite temporary water 
use permits. This new application is expected to 
save considerable time in processing potentially 
thousands of permit applications each year.

 Ū Through extensive in-house development of 
online data and mapping tools, the OWRB has 
both maximized data dissemination and improved 
agency transparency. Geographic Information 

System (GIS) staff have designed online interactive 
mapping applications that can assist water users 
in locating potential sources of water and in 
developing long-range plans.

 Ū The OWRB is in the final stages of a comprehensive 
document imaging initiative that is maximizing staff 
productivity and will soon provide the public with 
unprecedented online access to agency records. 
Companion applications will also greatly reduce 
the time and effort required by water rights holders 
to apply for permits or report water usage and will 
reduce or eliminate mailing costs. 

 Ū Staff routinely participate in workshops and related 
opportunities to educate and advise water users on 
permitting requirements, dam maintenance and 
safety regulations, floodplain management tools, 
financial assistance opportunities, water quality 
standards development, and related issues.

 Ū Recognizing that open dialogue and information 
exchange related to hydrologic studies facilitates 
wider acceptance of state water management 
decisions at the local level, the OWRB has 
integrated public outreach to local water users and 
other key stakeholders potentially impacted by 
study results.

Customer Service & Efficiencies
Consistent with ongoing implementation of state government modernization and efficiency 
initiatives, the OWRB continues to refine its business processes to reduce expenditures while 
maximizing transparency and improving service to citizens and the water user community.

FY-13 budget 
information does 
not include funds 
allocated through 
the OWRB to 
the Office of 
the Secretary of 
Environment or 
pass-through funds 
for the Oklahoma 
Rural Water 
Association and 
Rural Economic 
Action Plan grants.

FY-13 OWRB Budget Overview
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