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From the Director
As 2004 comes to an end, I look to 2005 as a year of
great promise for the OWRB. As we chart our
course for the coming year, I am filled with renewed
optimism about the OWRB, our people and our
current direction. Again, the agency, its Board and
staff, look forward to making opportunities out of
challenges.
Of course, the agency’s Strategic Plan defines
our
role in managing and protecting the water
Duane A. Smith
resources
of Oklahoma. Specifically, the plan
OWRB Executive Director
includes nine high priority programs through which
the OWRB will focus efforts in fiscal year 2005.
Without question, our top priorities in 2005 include updating the Oklahoma Comprehensive Water Plan, last modified in 1997, and recapitalizing
the Statewide Water Development Revolving Fund, the primary source of
See From the Director, Page 2

Nine Programs Comprise
OWRB’s Highest Priorities
The OWRB’s Strategic Plan contemplates the following agency High Priority
Programs for FY-2005.

Comprehensive Water Plan

The 10-year revision of the Oklahoma Comprehensive Water Plan, mandated by
the State Legislature, is due in 2005. In conjunction with the Bureau of Reclamation, the OWRB has already completed updated population projections, which will
be used to formulate estimates of future water use throughout the state. These
estimates will provide critical information on Oklahoma’s future water supply
infrastructure needs. The state’s most pressing water policy issues will also be
reevaluated.

Special Water Resource Studies

The OWRB’s existing water management authority and technical capabilities
place the agency in a unique position to answer important questions related to
Oklahoma water quality and quantity. As a result, the agency is often called upon
to design, direct and/or participate in various local, state, and federal studies of
Oklahoma’s water resources and issues related to water management. While the
impetus for many of these studies is due to intense, and often unanticipated,
public interest—such as the deterioration of water quality near the Arkansas
border due to increased nutrient loadings and the recently proposed groundwater
transfer from the Arbuckle-Simpson Aquifer to central Oklahoma—the OWRB
will strive to identify additional investigations and appurtenant funding that will

OWRB geologist Bob Fabian takes
GPS location readings at a well near
Dougherty, Oklahoma, as part of the
agency’s Arbuckle-Simpson
Hydrology Study.
See Programs, Page 2
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From the Director . . . Continued from page 1
water and wastewater system project funding in Oklahoma. In addition to the ongoing study of water resources in the Arbuckle-Simpson region of South central
Oklahoma, we also need to identify additional water
resource studies as well as potential avenues for funding
these important technical investigations that guide the
usage and protection of our water resources.
Water quality/quantity monitoring, such as that
accomplished through the Board’s highly successful
Beneficial Use Monitoring Program, will continue to be
an integral aspect of the Board’s mission as we look to
expand the effort to include groundwater. Measures
through which we implement Oklahoma’s Water Quality
Standards, which are closely linked to BUMP, must be
continually refined and improved to reflect ever-changing state and national priorities. And through data

management and dissemination programs and public
outreach efforts, the OWRB will solidify its status as
Oklahoma’s primary source of water information.
On the legal front, reevaluation of Oklahoma’s
current water laws is needed to determine if they are
truly protective of our precious water resources, especially in light of new state and federal regulations.
I encourage all Oklahoma citizens to join the Water
Resources Board in our continuing challenge to balance
all water uses. The results of our actions impact not only
the water user community, but all Oklahomans. Voice
your opinion about the state’s water issues by contacting
the OWRB or your local, state or federal representatives
on how best to utilize and protect the state’s water
resources. We look forward to hearing from you.

Programs . . . Continued from page 1
be required to allocate and preserve the state’s water
resources more fairly and efficiently .

Statewide Water Development Revolving
Fund Capitalization

In response to Oklahoma’s anticipated $2 billion demand
for water and wastewater infrastructure financing
through FY 2010, it is critical that the OWRB identify
and obtain additional external revenue sources to
support its financing activities. A $40 million initial
investment in the OWRB’s financial assistance programs
has generated a perpetual asset base of almost $350
million while providing $1.35 billion in water and wastewater loans and grants to Oklahoma communities. These
funds have resulted in a total savings of more than $415
million to cities, towns, and rural water districts
throughout the state.

Water Quality/Quantity Monitoring

While the OWRB’s Beneficial Use Monitoring Program
continues to provide definitive benchmark data vital to
the protection of Oklahoma’s surface water quality,
particularly in determining where Oklahoma’s most
pressing water quality problems are occurring, Oklahoma lacks a comprehensive groundwater monitoring
strategy. If equipped with an appropriate long-term
source of funding, BUMP is the logical vehicle for such
an effort, as well as to support ongoing initiatives related
to biological monitoring, streamgaging, and citizen
volunteer monitoring.

Water Quality Standards and Implementation

Oklahoma’s Water Quality Standards, the cornerstone of
state water quality management and protection efforts,
will continue to evolve to reflect changing federal and
state priorities and regulations. Foremost among standards-related issues are development of standards to
protect Oklahoma’s groundwater resources; development
of Standards implementation procedures by the state’s
environmental agencies; integrating quality and quantity
issues into the Standards; improvement of use support
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assessment protocol procedures, including those pertaining to biological thresholds of water quality protection;
and development of nutrient criteria.

Data Management and Dissemination

As Oklahoma’s water agency, the OWRB will strive to
maintain a technical infrastructure—including network
environment, databases and data storage, in-house and
online applications, and mapping capabilities—that
allows the agency to provide accurate and expedited
water-related information and services to the public,
State Legislature, Congress, and other customers.

Public Outreach
The OWRB will continue to further public knowledge of
agency objectives and water management/protection
programs, as well as the general importance of
Oklahoma’s most valuable natural resource.

Resolution of Tribal Water Claims
In addition to previous claims involving water quantity,
several Indian tribal governments in Oklahoma are
currently seeking treatment as a state authority to
administer water quality programs, particularly water
quality standards. To resolve Indian tribal claims to
water resources in Oklahoma, the OWRB plans to
provide administrative support to the Oklahoma Secretary of Environment, Governor, and Legislature; facilitate meetings between state and tribal officials; review
claims; prepare informational materials; and complete
other tasks that encourage resolution of claims.

Review of Oklahoma Water Law
OWRB staff will conduct appropriate research—including review of appropriate statutes and cases—and
prepare initial written summaries of the principles of
Oklahoma’s water laws. It is envisioned that the agency
and/or Legislature will bring together representatives of
large water users, academics, attorneys, and others to
review principles of law and suggest updates and
changes to members of the State Legislature.
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Board Approves Four REAP Grants
At its December 14 meeting, the Oklahoma Water
Resources Board approved four Rural Economic Action
Plan (REAP) grants to finance local water and sewer
system improvements.
The grant awards, approved by the nine-member
Board, are the first attributed to a fiscal year legislative
appropriation of $2.4 million. The OWRB anticipates
additional REAP grants throughout the year for at least
20 eligible community water systems in direct relation to
monthly program allocations received by the agency. The
REAP program, created by the State Legislature in 1996,
primarily targets small towns that are often excluded
from traditional funding programs. As a result, it is a
key component of the state’s overall economic development program for rural Oklahoma. To date, the Board
has approved 408 REAP grants for more than $35
million. When combined with other funding sources,
REAP grants have contributed to the construction of
water/wastewater projects totaling more than $64
million throughout the state.
Okfuskee County Rural Water District #1 will use its
$88,000 grant to replace an aging sanitary lift station
with a submersible lift station, complete with associated

sewer lines, manholes, instrumentation, controls and
other necessary construction and appurtenances.
Noble County Rural Water, Sewer and Solid Waste
Management District #4 will use its $39,999 grant to
move water lines that are dangerously close to adjoining
sewer lines of another entity. The relocation of some
4,100 feet of lateral lines will prevent potential contamination.
The Town of Stonewall in Pontotoc County will use
its $99,863 REAP grant to repair a leaking structure in
its water treatment plant and replace two failing service
pumps and backwash pumps, along with related necessary appurtenances and construction.
Wapanucka Public Works Authority in Johnston
County will use its $59,000 grant to extend water sewer
and fire protection service to a new sports complex for
the Wapanucka School System. The project will consist of
approximately 2,000 feet of water line and 700 feet of
sewer line along with related construction and appurtenances.

Fiscal Year 2004 EXPENDITURES
Oklahoma Water Resources Board
Fund Description
Constitutional Reserve
State Appropriations
Carryover
Weather Modification
Drillers & Pump Installers
Rural Economic Action Plan
OWR Revolving Fund
Drillers & Installers Regulation Fund
USGS Cooperators
Reimbursement
Drinking Water Loan Administration Fund
Wastewater Facility Construction Fund
State Revolving Fund - Operations
Total Revolving Funds
Federal Funds
Federal Water Quality Management Funds
Expenditure Totals

FY-01

FY-02

FY-03

FY-04

49,809
3, 534,986
283, 714
1,087,787
23,711
1,055,503
282, 896
0
129, 680
1,141, 932
353
490,343
220, 546
4,432,751
476,126
3, 756,478
12, 533,864

0
3, 580,72 9
75, 143
0
8,282
1,177, 606
278,353
8,799
118, 435
1,289,555
12,369
464,641
141,03 5
3, 499,075
1,064,72 3
3,343, 020
11, 562,690

0
3, 289,614
67, 432
0
24, 303
1, 643,265
261,822
17,313
223,885
1,157,333
171,363
588,111
128, 365
4,215,760
1,071, 802
4,034, 206
12,678,814

0
3, 817,113
376,887
0
-22
473, 170
292, 412
41, 856
251,650
1,296, 970
143, 999
693, 938
0
3, 193, 973
1,600,951
7,422,924
16, 411,848

1, 991,875
1,827,910
1,358,84 9
2,136,693
1,087,787
4,130, 750
12, 533,864

2, 398,540
2,027, 235
1, 298,484
2, 328,164
0
3,510, 267
11, 562,690

2,073, 221
2,166, 694
1, 675,741
2, 576,367
0
4,186,791
12,678,814

2, 198,420
2, 482,280
1, 395,711
2, 755,600
0
7,579,837
16, 411,848

Activity
Administration
Water Quality
Financial Assistance
Planning & Management
Weather Modification
Secretary of Environment
TOTAL
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