
HUC 1112 

North Fork of the Red Sub-basin 

The North Fork of the Red sub-basin (4-digit hydrologic unit 1112) is situated in the 
southwestern tip of the state.  It originates in the western portions of Roger Mills, Beckham and 
Harmon Counties, continues eastward through portions of Greer, Washita, Kiowa, Jackson, and 
Tillman Counties and terminates in the northeastern tip of Comanche County.  Major cities and 
County seats located within the basin include Elk City, Sayre, Mangum, Altus, and Hobart.  
Minor cities of note include Granite, Lone Wolf, Duke, Headrick, and Snyder. 
 
The basin is subdivided into five 8-digit hydrologic units (HUC) within the state.  These HUC’s 
are the Lower Prairie Dog Town Fork of the Red (11120105), the Lower Salt Fork of the Red 
(11120202), the Middle North Fork of the Red (11120302), Lower North Fork of the Red 
(11120303), and Elm Fork of the Red (11120304).  The major surface water in the sub-basin is 
the North Fork of the Red River.  Major tributaries include the Elm Fork of the Red River, the 
Salt Fork of the Red River, Elk Creek, Turkey Creek, and Otter Creek.  Two major lakes are 
located in the basin—Altus Reservoir formed by the North Fork of the Red River and Tom Steed 
Reservoir formed by Otter Creek.  Seven permanent water quality-monitoring stations are 
located in the basin.   
 
The sub-basin is characterized by two ecoregions.  The Central Great Plains are the primary 
ecoregion covering all but a small portion of the sub-basin.  The Southwestern Tablelands cover 
a small portion of the east central portion in Beckham, Greer, and Harmon Counties.  The 
primary land usage in the sub-basin is cropland.  It dominates the central south and central east 
portions of the sub-basin and is interspersed throughout the remainder of the sub-basin.  The 
secondary land use is rangeland (open grassland and mesquite) that dominates the southern 
part of Beckham County and is prevalent in other southern portions of the sub-basin.  It is 
interspersed throughout the remainder of the sub-basin.  The tertiary land use is pastureland, 
which is dominant in northeastern Greer County and is sparsely interspersed throughout the 
remainder of the sub-basin. Other land uses of note are woodlands, bottom woodlands, 
farmsteads, major urban areas, and confined animal feeding operations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

STATION NAME FWP PBCR PPWS  AG AES 

ELK CREEK, OFF US 183, ROOSEVELT NS (3, 5) NS (8) S S NT 

ELM FORK RIVER, SH 30, CARL NS(9) NEI NEI NS(11) NEI 

ELM FORK RIVER, SH 9, GRANITE NS(3) NS (7, 8) S NS(11) S 

NORTH FORK OF THE RED RIVER, US 62, HEADRICK NS (3, 5) NS (8) S NS (10, 11, 12) T (17) 

NORTH FORK OF THE RED RIVER, SH 34, CARTER NS(5) NS (8) S S NT 

SALT FORK OF THE RED RIVER, SH 34, MANGUM S NS (8) S S NT 

SALT FORK OF THE RED RIVER, OFF US 283, ELMER NS (3) NS (6, 8) NS(9) S NT 

ASSIGNED OWQS BENEFICIAL USES 

FWP  =  FISH & WILDLIFE PROPAGATION PBCR  =  PRIMARY BODY CONTACT RECREATION 

PPWS  =  PUBLIC AND PRIVATE WATER SUPPLY AG  =  AGRICULTURE 

AES  =  AESTHETICS     

SUPPORT CODES 

 S—FULLY SUPPORTING   NS—NOT SUPPORTING T-THREATENED (NUTRIENTS) 

 NT-NOT THREATENED (NUTRIENTS)   NEI—NOT ENOUGH INFORMATION N/A—NOT APPLICABLE 

WATER QUALITY VARIABLES 

1—DISSOLVED OXYGEN 2—METALS (ACUTE) 3—METALS (CHRONIC) 

4—PH 5—TURBIDITY 6—FECAL COLIFORM 

7— ESCHERICHIA COLI 8— ENTEROCOCCI  9—METALS 

10— TOTAL DISSOLVED SOLIDS 11— CHLORIDES 12— SULFATES 

13— TOTAL PHOSPHORUS (TP) 14—TP OK SCENIC RIVER CRITERION 15— NITRITE + NITRATE 

16—BIOCRITERIA 17—SESTONIC CHLOROPHYLLL-A (TSI) 18—SEDIMINTATION 

 
 

http://www.owrb.ok.gov/quality/monitoring/bump/pdf_bump/Current/Streams/elk-roosevelt.pdf
http://www.owrb.ok.gov/quality/monitoring/bump/pdf_bump/Current/Streams/elmfork-carl.pdf
http://www.owrb.ok.gov/quality/monitoring/bump/pdf_bump/Current/Streams/elm-granite.pdf
http://www.owrb.ok.gov/quality/monitoring/bump/pdf_bump/Current/Streams/red-northfork-headrick.pdf
http://www.owrb.ok.gov/quality/monitoring/bump/pdf_bump/Current/Streams/red-northfork-carter.pdf
http://www.owrb.ok.gov/2009BUMPReport/Streamfiles/red-saltfork-mangum.pdf
http://www.owrb.ok.gov/quality/monitoring/bump/pdf_bump/Current/Streams/red-saltfork-elmer.pdf

