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In July, the managers of the Water
Resources Board attended our fourth
annual planning retreat. Its primary
focus was to measure our progress
on seven agency goals and our ef-
factiveness in serving our customers
-- the citizens of Oklahoma and the
water resources we are committed to
manage and protect. We developed
an agency “report card.”

We reviewed our agency goals, which
are closely tied to specific agency
programs --financial assistance, wa-
ter quality standards, water rights, plan-
ning for our long-range water needs,
floodplain management and dam safety.
We targeted several areas to measure
our effectiveness.

We asked:

Has water quality improved as a result
of what we do? The answer to this
question was a resounding “Yes!” The
combined efforts of our Water Quality
Standards group and the folks in our
Financial Assistance Division have
reduced significantly the discharge of
pollutants into state rivers and streams.

To gain input from citizens in other
areas of the state, the Board has es-
tablished a policy of holding meetings
several times a year outside Oklahoma

( City. We brainstormed several other
““ways to solicit input from our custom-

ers, and we’ll continue to do so.
Of course, the OWRB cannot be

effective without the dedication of its
Continued on page 2

Board, Corps Sign Contract
to Study Mangum Reservoir

Senators Gilmer Capps and Robert
M. Kerr and Representatives Randy
Beutler and Howard Cotner attended
the July 12 Board meeting to voice
their support for the study of the
proposed Mangum Reservoir site. The
Board approved a $50,000 contract
with the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers to investigate the suitability of
a projected dam site for the western
Oklahoma reservoir.

“l applaud the members of the Water
Board for recognizing the importance
of this much needed project,” Sen.
Capps said. The federal share of the
$100,000 appraisal level study will
be funded through the Federal Plan-
ning Assistance to the States Program
which provides matching funds to assist
in the preparation of plans for the
development, utilization, and con-
servation of water and related land
resources.

“ wantto commend my colleagues
in the Legislature -- especially Sen.

Capps, Sen. Kerr and Rep. Cotner --
for their continued efforts to gain fi-
nancial and political support for Mangum
Reservoir,” Rep. Beutler pointed out.
He added the reservoir would serve
as an important water supply source
for local citizens, agriculture and in-
dustry as well as offering residents
recreational opportunities.

The reservoir is proposed for con-
struction on the Salt Fork of the Red
River. The preliminary location for
the dam, upstream of the Town of Man-
gum, was identified during previous
investigations by the Bureau of Rec-
lamation. The Bureau considered
construction as a strategy to aug-
ment water available to the W.C.
Austinirrigation project. Other studies
were conducted by the Bureau and
Corps todetermine environmental im-
pacts, cultural resources and recre-
ational needs in the area; and hydrology
and geology of the dam and reservoir

region.0J

Participating in the
signing ceremony were
Lt. Col. P.J. McConnell,
Deputy District Engi-
neer of the Tulsa Dis-
trict; Board Chairman
Ross Kirtley; and OWRB
Member Ervin Mitch-
ell. Standing are Rep.
Howard Cotner, Rep.
Randy Beutler, OWRB
Member Paul Horton,
Sen. Gilmer Capps and
Sen. Robert M. Kerr. The
reservoir is proposed
for construction on the
Salt Fork of the Red
River.
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Stormwater Fee Important
in Flood Prevention, Management

Reluctant to become another ca-
sualty in the perpetual war fought by
Oklahoma communities against re-
lentless floodwaters, the Edmond City
Council unanimously approved a local
drainage utility fee at its June meet-
ing. In doing so, Edmond is the latest
in a growing number of cities to
implement this novel approach to
financing stormwater facility improve-
ments and maintaining systems to safely
and efficiently convey floodwaters.

“Recently, there has been renewed
interest by cities and towns in this
method of financing stormwater main-
tenance,” according to Ken Morris,
state coordinator of the National Flood
Insurance Program. “Edmond is the
fourth Oklahoma community, to my
knowledge, to establish a fee specifically
dedicated to stormwater facility main-
tenance and | expect others to follow
suit in the near future.” Cities who
have already initiated the fee include
Tulsa, Lawton and Bixby.

Edmond’s need for a fee was vali-
dated by an independent study in the
late 1980’s which determined that at
least $20 million was required to bring
the city’s drainage system up to par
--and additional funds would be needed
to maintain the improved system.
“During the city’s review of the drainage
fee concept, we received significant
input and support from local prop-
erty owners and homeowner associa-
tions,” says Joe Davis, Edmond City
Engineer. He added that the fee,
attached to monthly utility bills, is
two dollars for most households (two
dollars per 10,000 square feet) with
a maximum charge of $100 per month.

The stormwater fee concept in
Oklahoma was originated by the City

of Tulsain 1986 and was a direct result
of the catastrophic Memorial Day flood
of 1984. Ann Patton, Tulsa Commu-
nity Affairs Manager, estimates that
up to 1,000 homes -- of the 4,000
homes damaged -- would have been
spared had the city’s stormwater system
functioned properly.

Through a $2.58 per month charge
for single family residences and a
proportionately larger fee (based on
the amount of impervious roof and
paved area) for commercial develop-
ments, Tulsa collects some $9 mil-
lion each year. The bulk (more than
$6 million, or 64 percent) of expen-
ditures goes to maintain the city’s
enormous drainage system-- 20,000
stormwater structures (i.e., bridge and
street culverts), 3,000 miles of storm
sewer lines, 6,000 acres of detention
ponds, 90,000 feet of roadside ditches
and 400 miles of creek channels (not
including the Arkansas River).

“Tulsa’s fee program is based on
the fact everyone in a community
contributes to runoff and the flood-
ing problem, therefore all should help
pay for it,” Patton points out. The Tulsa
Department of Public Works (formerly
Department of Stormwater Manage-
ment, created in 1985) administers
the fee and is responsible for all flood,
drainage and stormwater programs.

Although the stormwater fee can serve
as a stable funding source for main-
tenance activities, Morris emphasizes
that the fee is not for all communities
who experience stormwater manage-
ment problems. “Obviously, small cities
and towns with a limited tax base would
finditdifficultto levy a stormwater utility
fee on local citizens. Others may be
in a position to secure enough state

or federal funding to alleviate flood-
ing problems,” he says.

Still, Morris hopes that communi-
ties will make stormwater manage- |
ment a priority. “l cannot overstate |
the importance of keeping storm sewers
and channels open so they are able
to properly carry floodwaters, thereby
preventing property damage as well
as loss of life.” However, he stressed
that before cities and towns pursue
such action in creeks or streams, they
should first check with the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers to verify that the
proposed work will not increase
downstream flooding problems or harm
sensitive wildlife habitats, such as

wetlands. O

[FEMA Plans Town Meetings\

In an effort to identify incen-
tives that will encourage com-
munities to implement measures
to reduce flood damages, the Fed-
eral Emergency Management
Agency is hosting a series of town
meetings across the nation.

The meetings, scheduled ineach
of the 10 FEMA regions from Sep-
tember 7 to October 13, are part
of a new federal strategy to
strengthen hazard mitigation
programs. The meeting for Region
VI states, including Oklahoma,
will be held in Houston on Sep-
tember 28. Input from local and
state officials, as well as the general
public, will strongly influence de-
velopment of a proposed national
hazard mitigation strategy which
will be submitted to President
Clinton.

For more information. contact
Albert Ashwood of the Office of
Civil Emergency Management at

(405) 521-2481.
\_ vo5/
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'How to Survive a Community Assistance Visit

Community Assistance Visits (CAVs) are used by the Federal Emergency Management
‘Agency, OWRB and other appropriate state agencies to monitor a community’s
\progress in complying with state and federal floodplain management require-
I ments. So that local officials responsible for their community’s participation
| in the National Flood Insurance Program may know what is required of them

Before an OWRB or FEMA repre-
sentative formally visits your commu-
nity, are you:

€ Making locally adopted flood-
plain management regulations con-
sistent with minimum criteria
established under state and federal
law?

€ Enforcing local regulations?

€ Reviewing all development per-
mits to determine if a flood hazard
exists?

€ Ensuring that new residential
structures are elevated to (or above)
the 100-year base-flood elevation?

€ Ensuring that new non-residen-
tial structures are elevated or
floodproofed up to (or above) the
100-year base-flood elevation?

€& Keeping records of elevations
of the lowest first floor (including
basements); elevations of

floodproofed buildings; the num-
ber of permits and variances issued
in flood hazard areas; the number
of other permits issued for filling,
dredging or other changes to the

o s % ! s

during a CAV, the OWRB offers the following advice (reprinted, in part, from
the Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission newsletter) in how to
survive this very important obligation.

100-year floodplain; and are you
prepared to produce these records
upon request?

€ Inspecting community devel-
opments to verify “as-built” eleva-
tions?

€ Performing periodic inspections
in the community to determine if
structures have been altered or sub-
stantially improved?

€ Requiring a certification that
no increase in the community base-
flood elevation will occur as a result
of any encroachments in your com-

munity floodway?

If you answered no to any of these
questions, your community could
receive an unsatisfactory CAV report.
Extensive problems could result in
suspension of your community from
the NFIP. Most importantly, failure
to enforce floodplain management
regulations could make your community
susceptible to future floods. Don’t wait.
Make the necessary changes to get
your local program in compliance and
stop the flood damages.(J

Hazard Video Available

The OWRB has created a video to
inform community officials of measures
to decrease their risk of flooding as well
as funding and related benefits avail-
able to them through the federal Hazard
Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP).
According to Ken Morris, National Flood
Insurance Program coordinator, OWRB
staff plan to utilize the 10-minute video
in conjunction with community assis-
tance visits (CAVs) to NFIP members.
CAVs or community assistance contacts
(CACs) are conducted at least once every
two years for each member entity.

“This video will serve as a valu-
able communication tool in our ongoing
effort to educate members on vari-
ous aspects of floodplain management.
Hazard mitigation, in particular, offers
significant opportunities to reduce a
community’s vulnerability to flood-
ing,” Morris explained.

He added that the agency is currently
planning additional videos on local
administration of the National Flood
Insurance Program and a series of 30-
second public service announcements.

The hazard mitigation video was
produced by the Oklahoma State
University Telecommunications Cen-
ter and funded through a grant from
the Federal Emergency Management
Agency. Loan copies of the produc-
tion are available to interested com-
munities by calling the OWRB at (405)
231-2576. If you are interested in
obtaining HMGP funds, call the De-
partment of Civil Emergency Manage-

ment at (405) 521-2481.00

An intense 5-inch rain the night of May 25 flooded the creek in the background at right, hurling a car occupied by five children and

their grandparents into floodwaters near Duncan. Three of the young children died in the turbulent waters as their grandmother held
two more children and clung to a tree until rescuers came. The stormwater was estimated three feet deep over the roadway; more than
8 feet deep, measured from the creekbed to the top of the floodwaters. Drivers often underestimate the depth and velocity of floodwaters
on the roadway. It is even more treacherous after dark, when visibility is reduced by darkness and falling rain. Since the tragic accident,
signs have been erected warning motorists of the hazard of water on the roadway.
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At the July 12 Board Meeting in Oklahoma City:

Executive Director Patty Eaton reported that 785 stream
water rights are eligible for cancellation; 278 voluntary
cancellations have been received and approximately 400
hearings have been scheduled. She commended the Water
Management Division for its dedication and hard work in
updating water rights information.

Eaton announced thatthe OWRB cooperative leak detection
program with the Oklahoma Rural Water Association is
undergoing revision. Gov. Walters has approved modifi-
cations to the program that will enhance the benefits to
rural water districts.

She announced the date of the Water Conference is November
2 and asked for Board members’ input.

The Board approved grants to the Douglas PWA, Garfield
Co.; RWD #7, Delaware Co; RWD #12, Mclintosh Co.;
Marland PWA, Noble Co.;Town of West Siloam Springs,
Delaware Co.: Denison Public School, McCurtain Co.; Haworth
PWA, McCurtain Co.

The Board approved loans to Hall Park MA, Cleveland Co;
Muskogee MA, Muskogee Co.; Beaver PWA, Beaver Co.;

A memorandum of agreement was signed with the Tulsa
District Corps of Engineers to continue study on the proposed
Mangum Reservoir site. The Corps was represented by Lt.
Col. P.J. McConnell, Deputy District Engineer of the Tulsa
District. Signing for the Board were Chairman Ross Kirtley
and Secretary Ervin Mitchell.

Temporary permits for the use of groundwater were ap-
proved for the following applicants: GHB Farms, Coal Co.,
four acre-feet for swine operation; Arizona U. and Reta
Jeffries, Ottawa Co., 10 acre-feet for poultry operation;
Arthur D. Hargus, McClain Co., five acre-feet for swine
operation. A regular permit for the use of 50 acre-feet of

Mary E. Whitlow, Editor

Barry Fogerty, Photographer

stream water was approved for Betty Bohl Baker, Hughes

Co., for a poultry operation. All had been protested cases 1 |
f

on which hearings had been held and recommendations;p\
made by the hearing examiner.

The Board approved four regular permits and 11 tem-
porary permits for groundwater use; 10 regular permits
for stream water use. The Board approved new licenses
for Doyle C. Marksberry, Jr., water well driller; John Alderson,
Alderson Pump and Well Service, well driller; Phillip K.
Ewbank, pump installer. The Board certified Robert Knopf
of the Winnek Co., Inc., for pump installation on his ex-
isting well drillers license.

The Board denied a request for reconsideration of board
orders approving three permits granted to Pig Improve-
ment Co., Inc. in Kingfisher County.

The Board approved an order to establish the Tentative
Maximum Annual Yield for three Groundwater Basins: the
Antlers Sandstone, North Canadian Alluvium and Terrace
Phase Ill-A and Phase llI-B. These yields will be reviewed
by citizens of the area at local public meetings, then returned

to the Board for approval of the Final Order. a

Attention Subscribers: The Oklahoma Water Resources
Board wants to stay in touch, but postage is precious.
If you no longer wish to receive the “Oklahoma Water
News,” please let us know by calling (405) 231-2500 &y
or notifying us by FAX (405) 231-2600. If we need  \J
to correct your present mailing label, let us know that
\also. Please include zip code in address information.
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