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Why invelve the
Oklahoma \Water Resources

Research Institute
(OWRRI)?



OWRRI is one of 54 state and territorial water
research institutes created at land grant
universities by the federal Water Resources
Research Act of 1964

OWRRI established at OSU in 1965 but serves
the entire state ($9 million, 180 projects, 4 univ’s)

Each grant must address Oklahoma’s water
research priorities defined by an external advisory
board: Water Research Advisory Board

OWRB is represented on WRAB by Duane Smith



Qualifications

OWRRI is an unbiased, competent
water research organization

OWRRI has access to technical & policy
experts at organizations across OK

Director has worked in water and
watersheds field for 25 years

Director’s research expertise is In
stakeholder involvement in water policy



Two Planning Principles

* An effective plan needs good information
— Accurate and timely research and analysis
— By competent technical and policy experts

* An effective plan needs public support

— Support is enhanced through good process

— Good process is inclusive, transparent, and fair
so that all points of view are fully considered



Water Planning Research
Project



OWRRI commits to awarding grants only to
research projects that support the water plan
during the planning period

OWRRI will contribute $881,000

— $750K to research grants
— $131K to research fellowships

We are asking that OWRB contribute $375,000

This will allow OWRRI to award $1,125,000 over
the next five years to support the plan



Stakeholder Participation
Project
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Communications

* Planning website (OWRRI)

— All reports, records of discussion, meeting
schedules and agenda

* QOutreach to partners
— COGs, Coop Extension, others

* Reports to planners
— Advisory committees, OWRB staff & board



Stakeholder Project Request

« OWRRI will contribute $637K to this effort
— Time donated by OWRRI staff & subcontractors
— Experts and stakeholders not paid for their time
— Overhead donated to fund research fellowships

« We are asking OWRB to contribute $962K

— Outreach specialist and some director/asst dir
— Meeting costs, including Town Hall
— Travel, facilitation, & communication expenses



Project Total = $2.854 million

« OWRRI contributes $1.518 million
—$881K to research
—$637K to stakeholder participation

« OWRB contributes $1.336 million
—$375K to research
—$961K to stakeholder participation
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