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What is the OWRB?

e The state agency primarily responsible for
water use and management in Oklahoma.

e Multi-use “balancers” of the state’s water
resources.

e Leaders of state water issues.

e Professionals and the recognized experts in
our field.

+ OWRB programs impact all Oklahomans
in some way or form.



Overview:
Oklahoma Water Resources Board

e Governed by a nine-member Board
selected by the Governor.

e Structure:

- Divisions:
e Administration
e Financial Assistance
e Planning & Management
e Water Quality

- Branch Offices:
» Lawton, McAlester, Tulsa & Woodward



Overview:
Oklahoma Water Resources Board

e Administration Division:

= Accounting

« Mapping & Drafting

« Information Services (including GIS)
» Personnel



Overview:
Oklahoma Water Resources Board

e Financial Assistance Division:

« offer several very popular loan and grant programs for
community water/sewer improvements

« have approved more than $1 billion in water/sewer
infrastructure loans and grants




Overview:
Oklahoma Water Resources Board

e Planning & Management Division:

= issue permits and monitor the use of stream and groundwaters
in Oklahoma

» conduct hydrologic studies to determine amounts of water
available for appropriation

= conduct special technical studies
» license state water well drillers & pump installers
« maintain the Oklahoma Comprehensive Water Plan

« supervise the state’s floodplain management and dam safety
programs

« represent Oklahoma on interstate stream compacts
= monitor existing and potential drought episodes

« license weather modification activities in the state

» facilitate water resources dispute resolution



Overview:
Oklahoma Water Resources Board

e Water Quality Division:

» develop water quality standards to protect state waters and
determine wastewater treatment levels (also nonpoint source
control)

« conduct diagnostic & restoration studies of Oklahoma lakes

« direct the beneficial use monitoring program, which assesses
the health of state water bodies

= conduct instream flow studies
« direct agency involvement in the USGS Cooperative Program



Overview:
Oklahoma Water Resources Board

Total Operating Budget:
$19,400,117

Agency Budget:

$8,398,154

$5,039,822 B General Revenue
O Revolving Funds
O Federal Funds (OWRB)

O Federal Funds (OSE)

$2,122,998




Overriding Goal -- OWRB

Ensure that state waters are utilized in a
manner consistent with the social and
economic welfare of Oklahoma’s citizens:

- Protect our water resources.
- Plan for future water needs and growth.

- Invest in Oklahoma’s water future.



OWRB Programs/Issues:
Water Use

Permitting:
e ensure that Oklahoma’s waters are used beneficially and

not wasted:
Groundwater Permits = 10,064
- Amount = 3.2 million ac-ft/yr

Stream Water Permits = 2,691
- Amount = 2.6 million ac-ft/yr

Total Water Permits = 12,755
- Amount = 5.8 million ac-ft/yr



Hydrologic Studies:

OWRB Programs/Issues:
Water Use

Completed Studies
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OWRB Programs/Issues:
Water Use

Data & Monitoring:




OWRB Programs/Issues:
Arbuckle-Simpson Aquifer Study

e a proposed investigation
(OWRB/BuRec) of the aquifer’s
complex hydrogeology

e gather information critical to future
management of the aquifer

e determine volume in storage

e determine effects of pumping on
stream flow and springs




OWRB Programs/Issues:
Instream Flow Protection

Barren Fork River:

e balance environmental benefits
with needs of Adair Rural Water
District #5 customers

e Instream Flow Assessment
completed (OWRB/OSU),
implementation plan in g'§- ? =T
development AT S~ 4
e OWRB and Corps of Engineers g ake B
researching alternative water :

supply(s)
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OWRB Programs/Issues:
2005 Update of the Oklahoma

Comprehensive Water Plan

Senate Bill 1410 -- creation of a
19-member legislative Joint
Committee on Water Planning to
study Oklahoma planning issues:
- members appointed after the

first day of the 2003 legislative
session

- complete by January 15, 2005
e development/update of 50-year

water use projections through
2060:

- OWRB/Corps of
Engineers/Bureau of Reclamation




OWRB Programs/Issues:
Interstate Stream Compacts

e Represent Oklahoma on four compacts

KANSAS
COLORAESBDO I er %
A s Cy I
g I RS

MISSOURI

“
RKA LS A S
4
|7§IANA
)
Ny

* ongoing dispute(s)




OWRB Programs/Issues:
Oklahoma Water Quality Standards

e The “targets” for all state water
quality management activities.

Major Current Revisions:
e Oklahoma’s Scenic Rivers Phosphorus
Implementation (10 years):

- first-ever numeric WQS for phosphorus
(0.037 mg/L)

- reduce nutrient impacts to designated
Scenic Rivers

e Wetlands:

- Reevaluate beneficial uses assigned to
state wetlands




OWRB Programs/Issues:
Beneficial Use Monitoring Program

e Oklahoma’s first comprehensive water quality monitoring
network
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OWRB Programs/Issues:
Water/Wastewater Infrastructure
(State Financial Assistance Program)

Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF)
Loan Program = 80.6 million

e Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF)

Loan Program = 461.7 million
e Financial Assistance Bond Loan Program = 436.3 million
e Emergency Grant Program = 28.9 million

30.1 million

e Rural Economic Action Plan (REAP) Grant Program

Total =$1.03 billion



OWRB Programs/Issues:
Water/Wastewater Infrastructure
(State Financial Assistance Program)

e Total Investment = $39 million

e Amount of Approved Loans/Grants/Projects = $1 billion

e Total Population Served = 2.5 million
e Cost Per Person = 15 dollars
e Cost Savings Per Person = 71 dollars

Total Return on Initial Investment = 8x



OWRB Programs/Issues:
Water/Wastewater Infrastructure
(State Financial Assistance Program)

20-Year Estimates of State
Water/Wastewater
Infrastructure Needs

$3.4
$2 3 billion
billion
$1.1
billion
Wastewater Drinking Water Total
Current Need Current Need Current Need
(OWRSB Priority List): (DEQ Priority List): (Both Priority Lists):

$223.3 million $124.1 million $347.4 million




OWRB Programs/Issues:
Water/Wastewater Infrastructure
(State Financial Assistance Program)

« Potential Sources of Funding:
- General Appropriations
- Constitutional Reserve (Rainy Day) Fund
- State Windfall from High Natural Gas Prices
- Gross Production Tax (REAP) Funding
- Water User Fee
- Tap Fee on Public Water Supply Systems




OWRB FY-2004 Budget Request

« Major Items:

- Funding for BUMP in Agency Base
Appropriation
e $1.2 million
- Funding for Special Water Resource
Investigations (i.e., Arbuckle-Simpson study)
e $250,000
- Funding for DWSRF Program (EPA
capitalization grants & bond issue)
e $12 million




The mission of the Oklahoma Water
Resources Board is to effectively and
efficiently manage and protect the
water resources of the state and plan
for Oklahoma's long-range water
needs in a responsive, innovative, and
professional manner.

Oklahoma Water Resources Board

“"Oklahoma’s Water Agency”
3800 North Classen Blvd.

Oklahoma City

405-530-8800

WWWw.owrb.state.ok.us
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