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Presentation Overview

• OK Comprehensive Water Plan
• CWSRF Overview
• Funding Process
• Project Priority List
• Environmental Review
• Economic Stimulus Funding



OK Comprehensive Water Plan
“Utilizing public input and expert 
analysis to establish and implement 

Oklahoma’s priority water initiatives”

• Identify reliable water supplies.
• Forecast tomorrow’s water needs.
• Assist water providers in creating         

50-year plans.



Why Water Planning?
• Water planning and source water 

protection needed to ensure reliable 
supplies

• Public and private interest in 
protecting water resources for its 
multitude of uses

• SRF Programs can provide significant 
leverage to stretch community dollars



Clean Water
State Revolving Fund

A national program which provides
low-interest loans for the planning, 

design, construction and/or 
refinancing of municipal

wastewater facilities and
implementation of nonpoint source 

pollution control projects



Why was the
program established?

• Provide an affordable and renewable 
financing source to meet wastewater permit 
compliance and protect Waters of the U.S.

• Address National nonpoint source needs to 
control polluted runoff

• To establish state management of the 
Federally created construction grant 
program



How does the program work?
• CWSRF provides below market 

rate loans to eligible entities for 
water quality projects (60% of 
MMD)

• Monies repaid by loan recipients 
are returned to the SRF to be 
loaned out for new projects

• OWRB leverages annual Federal 
grant dollars received by issuing 
bonds to provide additional loan 
funds



Who is Eligible to
Receive Funds?

• Cities
• Towns
• Counties
• Rural sewer districts
• Public trust
• Master conservancy 

district

• State of Oklahoma
• Any other political 

subdivision
• Any combination 

thereof (established 
under Title 82 of 
Oklahoma Statutes



Eligible Projects?
• Wastewater treatment, collection, storage, disposal 

infrastructure or equipment
• Urban stormwater activities
• Brownfields assessment/remediation
• Sourcewater protection
• Watershed management/nonpoint source pollution 

control activities
• Engineering/technical planning, monitoring, 

assessment, design, construction of eligible projects
• Onsite renewable energy
• Wastewater system security



CWSRF Funding Process

1. Placement on Priority List
2. Submit Application
3. Submit Engineering 

Report to OWRB and 
DEQ

4. Submit Environmental 
documents to OWRB

5. Engineering and EID 
Approval

6. Loan Approval
7. Submit Engineering Plans 

and Specs to OWRB and 
DEQ

8. Advertise for Bids
9. Open Bids and Submit 

Bid Documents to OWRB
10. Loan Closing
11. Award Construction 

Contract
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Project Priority List

• To receive CWSRF funds must be 
included on Project Priority List

• Submit a letter which includes
– Project  Description
– Project Cost
– Project Schedule

• Funding list is a planning tool



Important Milestones for the FY 
2010 CWSRF…

• March 2009 – Loan applicants submit requests for project 
placement on the FY 2010 Project Priority List (PPL)

• April 2009 –
– OWRB develops a draft FY 2010 PPL
– Public meeting noticed issued and draft list along w/ draft Intended 

Use Plan (IUP)
• May 2009 – OWRB holds a public meeting on IUP/PPL
• July 2009 – Loan applicants may begin receiving FY 2010 

CWSRF Assistance
• FY 2010 – Request for placement will be accepted through 

out the year and loans can be made to eligible entities as 
funds  are available 



Pre-application Priority List 
Questionnaire

• Questionnaire allows OWRB to 
expeditiously review and rank your 
project









Priority Ranking System
• Ranks projects based on:

– Project Type
– Water Quality Restoration
– Water Quality Protection
– Readiness to Proceed to Construction

• Projects which have completed 
application, engineering and 
environmental move to the top of the list











IUP



Summary of PPL and IUP 
Process

• FY 2010 process starts in March
• Submit a letter to OWRB requesting placement on FY 

2010 PPL with completed questionnaire and financial, 
environmental, and engineering information

• OWRB will review and rank project based on eligibility, 
environmental benefits, and “Readiness to Proceed” 
factor

• Placement on FY 2010 PPL
• After financial, environmental, and engineering 

approval, project is eligible for funding after July 1, 2009
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CWSRF 
Application Requirements

• Preliminary Application (L1)
– Basic information and audits
– Determines basic eligibility for program

• Detailed Application (L2)
– Detailed information regarding authority 

financing
– Used to determine authority’s ability for 

loan repayment



Why an Environmental Review?

• Federal Assistance requires review under 
the National Environmental Policy Act
– Foster/promote general welfare
– Create/maintain conditions under which  

man and nature can exist in productive 
harmony

– Fulfill social, economic and other 
requirements of present/future generations



What is an Environmental Review?

• Interdisciplinary review of potential 
environmental impacts, both direct and 
indirect, of proposed SRF projects.

• Ensures project complies w/ applicable 
local, state, federal laws, called Cross-
cutting Authorities 

• Includes Public Participation Process



Environmental Decisions

• Categorical Exclusion, following criteria review 
and justification

• Finding of No Significant Impact, following a 
formal review supported by an Environmental 
Information document

• Record of Decision, following exhaustive 
Environmental Impact Statement

• Re-affirmation or modification of previous 
decision <= 5 years old



Categorical Exclusion

• NEPA; Applies to categories of projects 
which do not individually, cumulatively 
over time, or in conjunction with other 
Federal, State, Tribal, local or private 
actions have a significant effect on the 
quality of the human environment

• OWRB new rules (based on changes to 
NEPA) will be effective July 1, 2009



Categorical Exclusion?

• Will NOT be granted if project is expected to
– have a significant effect on environment
– affect cultural resources, endangered species, or 

environmentally important natural resources area
– not be cost effective or cause significant controversy
– create or relocate a discharge
– result in substantially increased volumes of 

discharge or pollutant loadings
– provide capacity to serve a 30% greater population



CE Project Examples
• Minor rehabilitation and functional 

replacement or Ancillary facilities adjacent to 
existing structures and small structures on 
existing sites
– I & I Correction/Pipe Replacement
– Lift Station Rehab/Replacement at Existing Site
– WWTP Treatment Unit Rehab Replacement at Existing Site
– New Treatment Units, Pumps, Electrical, Security Equipment, 

etc.,  on existing sites or slight site footprint increase
– Cannot violate 30% Pop. Requirement (for end treatment at 

WWTP) or Major 208 Change for Loading or Volume ^ or 
Significant Process Change



CE Project Examples

• These are good guidelines but remember 
that no two projects are the same!

• Each project is reviewed fairly based 
upon its own scenario and overall CE 
eligibility.



CE Request Requirements

• Description of the project
• Statement of no adverse impact
• Statement that project is cost-effective 

and that the applicant is financially 
capable of constructing, operating and 
maintaining the facilities

• Project Map











Environmental
Information Document

• Applicant must submit an EID to OWRB 
which includes:
– Description of project/study area
– Population projections and capacity needs
– Alternatives analysis, including no action
– Direct, indirect, and cumulative impacts, 

w/mitigation description if applicable
– Land use and other social parameters
– Crosscutter coordination
– Public participation efforts



Environmental Cross-Cutters

• National Historic 
Preservation Act

• Archeological and Historic 
Preservation Act

• Protection of Wetlands 
Executive Order

• Flood Plain Management 
Executive Order

• Farmland protection Policy 
Act

• Endangered Species Act
• Fish and Wildlife 

Coordination Act
• Clean Air Act
• Safe Drinking Water Act
• Wild and Scenic Rivers Act
• Magnuson-Stevens Act
• Costal Zone Management 

Act



Social Cross-Cutters

• Environmental Justice Executive Order
• Anti-Discrimination Provisions
• Equal Employment Opportunity
• Disadvantaged Business Enterprise 

Provisions



American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of 2009

• CWSRF Program will receive $31.6 for 
wastewater infrastructure improvements

• It is proposed that funding will be 
provided as a 30% grant ($2M Cap) and 
70% loan combination

• All funds must be allocated and contracts 
in place by February 2010



ARRA Process
• Utilizing established CWSRF Procedures
• Projects must be included on the Priority 

Funding List
• Engineering, environmental and 

applications must be completed as soon as 
possible

• Projects will be ranked using existing 
approved procedures



Additional ARRA Requirements
• Prevailing Wage Rates apply
• Buy American Iron, Steel and 

Manufactured Goods
• Disadvantaged Business Enterprise 

requirements apply
• State-wide goal of 20% of funds 

towards green infrastructure



ARRA Timeline

• Still accepting projects that are “ready to 
proceed” to construction

• FY 2009 Project Priority List is “fluid” 
and will be revised as needed

• Expect first round of projects for 
approval in April

• Still potential for funding under program



Questions?
Next session will cover engineering

requirements of the CWSRF program

Jennifer Wasinger, Assistant Chief
Kathy Koon and Matt Cogburn

Environmental Specialists
Oklahoma Water Resources Board

405.530.8800
Visit the OWRB Website @ owrb.ok.gov
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