
Creating Practical Water Solutions for Oklahomans 
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Presentation Notes
Newest water institute in the state: July 1, 2016The Oka’ Institute is the direct result of visionary leadership driven by the defined needs and assets of the community. 
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Ada Jobs Foundation’s strategic plan said that Ada was poised to be a water cluster.
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According to the World Health Organization, addressing both water supply and sanitation would bring about significant economic benefits. For every $1 invested in Water Supply and Sanitation, there’s an economic return between $3 and $34 depending on the region. –The Business Journals 3/23/15This is our  niche-how are citizens impacted by water problems and solutions to these problems.
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Water is a limiter of economic growth if supplies are limited, but it can be a stimulator of economic growth if resources are used wisely.Water is ultimately the driver of Economic Development
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In a time of limited resources, how do we use our water resources in the most effective way? How do we plan and implement solutions that will ensure water sustainability? That is why collaboration is at the core of all we do.
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Collaboration starts with finding great partners that provide you with wisdom and guidance.26 members
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Read this slide aloud
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Our goal is to build a long-term sustainability model for the Arbuckle-Simpson Aquifer whereby all stakeholders have the scientific data and tools needed to ensure wise use of this precious resource.
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Our goal is to enhance the recharge rate to the Arbuckle-Simpson Aquifer in hopes of making this additional water available for municipalities and rural water districts and land owners. The Department of Environmental Quality can issue permits for limited-scale pilot projects for the purpose of aquifer storage and recoveryPositioned The City of Ada to pursue LS-ASR in collaboration with The Oka’ InstituteAda is the first and only in the state to implement LS-ASRThis project will also add valuable data to the ASA Phase II study
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Other Advisory Members include:Bureau of Reclamation, National Parks Service, The Nature Conservancy, Department of Environmental Quality, Oklahoma Water Resources Board, Oklahoma Conservation Commission, Rural Development, South Central Climate Center, Southern Climate Impacts Planning Program, USDA Climate Hub, Noble Research Institute
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The Chickasaw Nation, through the Bureau of Reclamation’s Cooperative Watershed Management Program, facilitated establishment of the Lake of the Arbuckles Watershed Association in 2016 to foster grassroots solutions to local water challenges Goals: improved water quality and elimination of water impairments, thus ensuring the long-term integrity of the lake and its watershed.Lawa is a 501c3 non profit organization formed as a result of a BOR grant for watershed management. Board is comprised of 12 local landowners and business folks who care about their lake & watershed protection
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In closing, I want to leave you with this call to action.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thank you for the opportunity to be with you today!
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