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909 Public Water Supply
systems use
greundwater as their
primary source of water
(out of a total of 1,629
systems statewide)

These systems provide
734,553 Oklahomans
with drinking water —
over 20% of the
population of the state
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In addition to public
water supply systems,
many rural Oklahomans
get their water from
private wells

44,435 private water
wells are registered
with the OWRB —
serving approximately
150,000 individuals
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m Unusable

groundwater Is no
better than no
groundwater at all!
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Agency oversight

!S flace Wal e?é are public, but
groundwater use is a private
property right
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B Groundwater
= Takes decades to

recover from
Impacts

m Reqgulation left
primarily to state
government

REgulaton

environmel ith
Federal
government

oversight







Wihadove need Groundwater
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¥0/dahoma) statutes prescribe it
2 OAC 538'% 1 \' 30

mINeed a cor ‘mtaﬂ philesophy and

- protection framework

= Human Health and economic
Integrity require It
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Log Database
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[)ine criteria of the assigned
nelicial use j
Beneficialiuses are defined in the Standards
‘andl include Public and Private Water Supply,
~ Agriculture, and Industrial and Municipal
process and caﬁling water

But is all groundwater the same? NOo!
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de fined py: TDS (Total
ds) level, and beneficial

USES ass]gr@f oy class

u Newly prepc e,g%élditions to the
standards define specific areas where
different beneficial uses apply, either
because of areas of contamination or
because greater protection is needed
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Class |
| Groundwater —
Special Source
Groundwater

(Scenic River
areas,
wellhead
protection
areas,
etc.)




ASSICEENSERENICIal Uses

wESpeeial SOUICE: ¢ Jrourrdvv and groundwater
UNEERSHB00 ma/L TDS Public and
PrivateWater Supply. Ag?ﬁllture, and
 Ina@bStHEl f.m*h\ licipal process and cooling
water -

= Groundwater from 3,000 to 10,000 mg/L TDS
has Agriculture and Industrial and Municipal
process and cooling water
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exceed the PCSL
(Practical
Quantitation Limit)
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WRestore pollutec {)undwater to a
Jualiy et will upport ItS
- designated beneficial use

= May also estore groundwater as
Spe |f|eﬁ"i'n a site-specific
remediation plan from a state
environmental agency







QUEIW/AQU AR IISSUES
slEvaluate known areas of
groundWwater contamination and
PUIICIZE LREN

ontrol’contaminated areas to limit

" migre on ’



MIREGOMNIZE that\Water Quallty affects
USelRIENG BRI u@rs and vice
VEISE &
ContrelfeEw permit withdrawal
applications from aguifers not meeting
thelr assigned beneficial uses
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“ B Hew dowe manage
©contaminated

- | to surface water?
i, =/ Define some groundwater
il sources as tributaries to

surface water in gaining
streams

B Are streams nothing more than
groundwater discharge features?
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NIEESLENR anaicoerdinate GWQS

implenieptation by sister state
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m Formalize thé"‘hydrologlcal
connection between surface and
groundwater (like the Arbuckle
study IS doing now)
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n Implementation of beneficial use
designation by TDS

m Classes of groundwater above 10,000
mg/L TDS



Inter-relationships
and develop a
HOLISTIC
strategy to
protect and utilize
our water
resources
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© . " m |et us and your

?cted officials
Know your

Wi expectations
___ . & '/ = Learn about the law
= ~—~ == and become

Involved from a
position of
knowledge
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" Derek Smithee
" 405-530-8800
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