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Water Pioneers

Keynote Speakers
Robert Glennon is one of the naon’s preeminent experts on 
water policy and law. The recipient of two Naonal Science 
Foundaon grants, Glennon serves as an advisor to 
governments, corporaons, think tanks, law firms, and NGOs 
looking to solve serious challenges around water sustainability 
and planning.

Glennon is the author of Glennon is the author of Unquenchable: America’s Water Crisis 
and What To Do About It, which has become a go-to resource 
for environmental policy stakeholders naonwide. 
Unquenchable received a Rachel Carson Book Award for 
Reporng on the Environment from the Society of 
Environmental Journalists. He is also the author of Water Follies: 
Groundwater Pumping and the Fate of America’s Fresh Waters.

In 2014, Glennon and tIn 2014, Glennon and two co-authors collaborated with the Hamilton Project at the 
Brookings Instuon to explore soluons to broken federal and state laws that are 
contribung to worsening water shortages in California and other Western states. Their 
groundbreaking report, "Shopping for Water: How the Market Can Migate Water Shortages 
in the American West," received widespread naonal aenon and is viewed by many as a 
game-changer for water policy moving forward.

In addion to leading KOCO's weather team, Damon Lane has 
served as a guest meteorologist for ABC’s Good Morning 
America and is a frequently featured speaker at weather 
conferences around the country, where he shares his experience 
forecasng one of the naon’s most acve weather regions.

In 2016, Lane In 2016, Lane was featured in the naonally televised ABC 20/20 
primeme special “In An Instant” about the 2013 tornado 
outbreak that impacted Moore, Oklahoma. He shared his 
personal experiences covering the 2013 tornado outbreak that 
impacted his home town of Moore. The massive tornado stuck 
his own neighborhood as he covered it live on-air. His wife rode 
out the storm in their shelter with the family dogs while many 

nearby homes were damaged or destroyed. Lane has been acve in community recovery 
efforts ever since. His coverage of the Tornado Outbreak was nominated for an Emmy award.

PPreviously, Lane served as Chief Meteorologist at KTXS-TV in Abilene, TX, forecasng severe 
weather on the southern edge of “Tornado Alley.” Lane was born and raised in Northern 
Virginia and was drawn to science and weather from a young age. Lane eared two bachelor 
degrees in college. Aer graduang in less than four years in Communicaons/Mass Media 
from Old Dominion University, Lane earned his Bachelor of Science in Atmospheric 
Sciences/Meteorology from The University of North Carolina, Asheville.

Robert Henry has long been involved with water issues in our 
state. While a member of the Oklahoma state legislature (from 
1976 to 1986), he worked on water law under the mentorship of 
well-known Oklahoma Water Law expert and OU Law Professor 
Joe Rarick.

HenHenry was elected Aorney General of Oklahoma in 1986 and 
served unl 1991. He led efforts to create the Environmental 
Awareness Council, which met regularly to monitor maers of 
environmental concern and to educate both the public and 
lawmakers about the importance of environmental issues in 
Oklahoma.

As Aorney General, Henry officially led the fight to preserve our
sstate’s scenic rivers from degradaon. The City of Fayeeville had created a ten-mile canal 
that would be used to discharge its treated effluent, which would eventually end up in the 
Illinois River in Oklahoma. The bale led to a victory in the Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals but 
ended up in a divided decision at the U.S. Supreme Court. While the divided Supreme Court 
ulmately allowed Fayeeville to discharge its wastewater into the Illinois River watershed, 
the decision also established the precedent that upstream states must meet downstream 
states’ water quality standards – a crically important factor in protecng water quality on 
ininterstate streams across the naon.

Frank Keang was sworn in as Governor of Oklahoma in 1995 
and served two terms. In 1997, Keang formed the “Animal 
Waste and Water Quality Protecon Task Force” -- a special task 
force he appointed that ulmately led to legislaon to impose 
regulaons on the state’s growing commercial animal feeding 
operaons in an effort to protect water quality. The resulng 
laws and regulaons were recognized as the most stringent in 
the the country at the me.

In 2000, Keang created the Tar Creek Superfund Task Force in 
order to gather facts and find soluons to the enormous 
environmental threats posed by the naon’s most hazardous 
Superfund Site – the Tar Creek Superfund Site in northern 
Oawa County. The task force’s final report ulmately 

recommended relocaon of the most impacted residents, as well as the use of constructed 
wetlands to expedite water quality improvement in Tar Creek and other tributaries of Grand 
Lake – a remediaon effort that is sll underway today.

In 2001, it In 2001, it was brought to the aenon of Keang and other state leaders that the Illinois 
River’s status as a Scenic River was seriously threatened by excess nutrients. Without 
intervenon, the Illinois River’s exceponal ecological and recreaonal significance was in 
jeopardy. In response, the Oklahoma Water Resources Board (OWRB) adopted in its Water 
Quality Standards a total phosphorus criterion of .037 mg/L for Scenic Rivers, which was 
consequently approved by Gov. Keang despite some controversy. Fieen years later, this 
cu ng-edge standard is being implemented, and water quality improvements have been 
measumeasured in the Illinois River watershed.
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